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Print is
powerful!



Out of Sight Out of Mind
!ere is a reason L.L. Bean sends a catalogue in the mail 

regularly. It knows that if it stops sending you magazines, and 
relies only on emails, Facebook, or its website, you’ll soon 
forget they are around. Eddie Bauer will then dominate the 
market.

!ose daily hundreds of emails, texts, social media posts all 
leave you passing things by to look at later - you never go 
back. !e next day’s demands over"ow your attention. 

Print is patient, persistent. Print keeps a business fresh in 
your memory. !e catalog sits there, waiting for that free mo-
ment you pick it up.  You will page through it, see something 
you like, then go to the website to buy it. 

Print in the hands of your potential customers is a reminder 
that you want their business.

Are Your Customers Forgetting About You?
To advertise with the Swi#  County Monitor-News, Monitor Extra, Classy 
Canary and Minnesota Western Peach - Call 320-843-4111

Print 
has 

staying 
power!



Are 
you  

selling 
print 

& Digital 
Combos? 



Are you selling sponsored content?





How many of you
sell ads featuring

high school grads?



Azle ISD 2019-2020
Employee Retirements

Thank you for your service!

#AZLEISDplacetobe

Julie Backiel
STRUCTURED LEARNING

Years in Azle 5
Years in Education 28

Tanya Anderson
SUPERINTENDENT

Years in Azle 29
Years in Education 29

Carol Braden
ART TEACHER
Years in Azle 21

Years in Education 21

Dee Gilley
PRINCIPAL/ADMINISTRATOR

CROSS TIMBERS ELEMENTARY
Years in Azle 31

Years in Education 51

Jana Hunt
2ND GRADE TEACHER

WALNUT CREEK ELEMENTARY
Years in Azle 30

Years in Education 35

Direthia Burton
DISTRICT PUBLICATION 

ADMINISTRATION
Years in Azle 23

Years in Education 23

Steven Griffi  n
MATH TEACHER

AZLE HIGH SCHOOL
Years in Azle 15

Years in Education 26

How many
sell ads

featuring
retiring

teachers?



How do you 
promote shopping 

LOCAL?
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“We cannot fashion our children after our desires, we must have them and love them as 
God has given them to us.” —  Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

Braxton and Lane Johnson (above left), children of Republican sports editor Will Johnson; Hope McGee (center), daughter of Republican 
employee Christine Yearwood; and Jasper and Emmett Murphy, children of staff writer Roxanne Murphy

A Special 
Supplement to: 

www.GasconadeCountyRepublican.com

July 15, 2020
Page 1B-12B

2001 2020

Gasconade County 
Republican
117 Years

Osage County
Unterrified Democrat

154 Years

Maries County 
Advocate
4 Years
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Featuring  Delicious Steak Dinners every Friday from 5:30-8:30pm.
All-You-Can-Eat Fried Chicken & Roast Beef Dinner 

every Sunday from 12:00-3:30pm.
www.WhiteMuleWinery.com • 573-764-4800 • 2087 Hwy. 50, Owensville

Will, Molly, Emma & Rosie, children of Woody & Devon Schlottach; Weston, son of Gus and Ashley Schlottach 
Grandchildren of Charlie & Karen Schlottach

after a blessed, but stressful week 
with the kids you deserve a nice you deserve a nice 

dinner at the White Muledinner at the White Mule!

NOW OPEN IN OWENSVILLENOW OPEN IN OWENSVILLE

Aubree & Aliana Stcokton, 
chilldren of Shyaa Stcokton

204 N. First Street
next to Snowensville
Owensville, MO
573-437-4337

• Clothing for everyone 
in you family

• Hundreds of decals to 
choose from, prinited 
on the shirt of your 
choice in less than a 
minute

• Open: Sun. 11-3
 Mon.-Fri. 2-6
 Sat. 11-8

Sawyer Christopher son of Allie Nielsen

Drop the mask twice a dayDrop the mask twice a day
and brush your teeth and brush your teeth 
2 minutes for a healthy 2 minutes for a healthy 
smile.smile.

David A. Groenke DMD
GENERAL DENTISTRY

354 Main Street, Gerald, MO  (573) 764-2111

Call 573-764-3495

Immanuel Lutheran School

Give your child an excellent Give your child an excellent 
Christian-based educationChristian-based education

To have your child enrolled for this fall . . .

300 N. First St., 
Rosebud, MO

Email: contact@immanuelk8.org

1874 Hwy. 28 ~ Owensville, MO
573-368-8025 ~ Member of St. Louis Multi-List

Exclusive
1874 Hwy. 28, Owensville, Mo.  65066

573-437-8500 • Fax: 573-437-8634
Toll-Free: 877-437-8633

Members of St. Louis Multi-List

PROPERTIES, INC.

Visit our web site at: www.exclusivepropertiesinc.net
or e-mail us at exclusiv@fidnet.com

Whether you’re looking for a farm, a new home or land…

Let our Nana !nd you the Let our Nana !nd you the 
property of your dreams…property of your dreams…fast!fast!

Tynzlee, Maddi, Blake, Paizlei, Rhett, Bentley & Trinity grandchildren of Diane Thomas, agent.

TURNING DREAMS INTO REALITY



Dirt RoadDigestSpring & Summer 2020

A Publication of Peach Publishing Co., Inc. 

Who’s Top 
In Peaches

Read More About Local Farmers and 
Agricultural Professionals Inside

Local Agriculture
Read About Generational Farmers
Dairy Products and Irrigation

County Extension
On The State of  Agriculture

And Find Out 
Who’s Top In 
Other Crops

S P R I N G / S U M M E R

B A K E R

Dropping a line
pg. 5

Daytrippin’
pg. 14

Homeowner’s 
insurance jump?

pg. 20

The Baker County Press





Carol Magnani, Advertising Director 
The State Port Pilot 
114 E. Moore Street, Southport, NC 28461 
910-457-4568 x102  
carol@stateportpilot.com 
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www.johnsoncountyfair.com

Follow us on

JULY 14TH - 20TH

2019

4-H & Agricultural Fair
JOHNSON COUNTY

FAMILY NIGHT
$25 bracelets

(Weather Permitting)

Monday, July 15th

Where Everybody Gets
A Great Deal!

Corporate Sponsor:

3099 N. Morton St., (U.S. 31) Franklin, IN     317-738-4170

LOS ANGELES

Two months ago, could you 
have even imagined?

You’re sitting in a 
folding chair on a basketball 
court in El Segundo on Sat-
urday, and on a stage in front 
of you sits a giant smiling kid 
in jeans, tennis shoes and a 
sport jacket.

His name is Anthony Davis, 
and he’s officially a Laker.

“It’s going to be fun,” he said. 
“It’s going to be fun for sure.”

Then you look back and 
standing against a distant wall 
under a basket is a big guy in 
colorful shorts and a bright 
yellow “Crenshaw” hoodie. 
Davis eventually leaves the 
stage, walks over to this guy, 
and together they talk with 
backs turned and mouths 
covered.

His name is LeBron James, 
and maybe for the first time 
since Christmas, he appears 
to be a happy Laker.

“When it happened, obvi-
ously we were both excited,” 
Davis said.

Unimaginable, indeed. 
About two months after a 
news conference on this exact 
spot portrayed a team in 
chaos, on Saturday afternoon 
the Lakers were a portrait of 
peace. In the middle of a tur-
bulent summer when the focus 
has been on everything they 
needed, or wanted, or couldn’t 
get, they finally celebrated 
what they actually do have.

Instead of harping on what 
they aren’t, the story line in-
stead became who they are.

And who they are is a team 
with two of the five best 
players in the NBA, with a 
strong complementary cast, 
and with real championship 
hopes.

For once, it was a good day 
to be a Laker.

“A landmark event,” said 
Rob Pelinka, and this time, 
the hyperbole-stuffed general 
manager was probably right.

They finally introduced 
their newest superstar who 
was acquired in a bold trade 
that could have a Shaq-size 
impact on this franchise.

“What we think about An-
thony Davis is this: There’s 
no more complete player in 
the game. There’s nothing he 
can’t do,” Pelinka said.

This newest superstar, who 
was cast as a villain when he 
demanded that trade from 
New Orleans in an effort to 
take control of his career, was 
humble and charming.

“I just want to win,” he 
said when asked what kind 
of players he wanted around 
him. ‘’No egos. Guys who are 
just all in with the team.”

There were back slaps and 
jokes and a jersey posing, 
and none of it felt forced or 
desperate or just weird, not 
like two months ago, when the 
Lakers held a news conference 
to announce that they were 
officially a mess.

Remember that? It was the 
third week in May, and they 
were introducing Frank Vogel 
as a third-choice head coach 
who might not even be the 
real head coach. They were 
wading through the muck 
of Magic Johnson’s fran-
chise-leveling comments on 
national television earlier that 
morning.

James was there, but he 
never approached Vogel 
and mostly brooded in the 
background.

Back then, Pelinka stum-
bled. This time, he mostly 
stayed out of the way, except 
to thank 14 different people 
during an opening statement 
that contained a devilish 
twist.

After thanking owner Jeanie 
Buss and business boss Tim 
Harris, he pulled a piece of 
paper out of his pocket to 
help him remember others, 
at which point he thanked … 
Magic Johnson?

“Just for the goal he set for 
this franchise,” Pelinka said.

Oh, yeah, and Pelinka 
also thanked Johnny Buss, a 
member of the family owner-
ship group.

Pelinka said Johnny invited 
him to lunch, where they 
discussed “the pillars of the 
Buss family.” It is unknown 
whether Johnny explained 

why he tried to topple one of 
those pillars in the failed coup 
against his sister.

Did I write that Saturday 
wasn’t weird? Maybe it was a 
little weird.

It was still far more stable 
than two months ago, when 
Vogel looked lost as the 
leading man. This time, he 
looked content being a sort of 
gregarious sidekick.

When Davis talked about 
playing with James in the 2012 
Olympics when he was 18, he 
laughed and said, “I was like 
the towel guy, just waving 
towels.”

Vogel chimed in: “I would 
say if you were the towel guy, 
they were misusing you. I 
don’t care how old you were.”

Also, two months ago, there 
was a great question about 
who was actually running this 
team.

On Saturday, that question 
was definitively answered. It’s 
James and Davis with their 
agent Rich Paul. Just listen 
to Pelinka talk about how he 
filled out the roster around his 
two stars.

“He, I and LeBron talked so 
much about, ‘Hey, how do we 
want to optimize that (cap) 

space?” said Pelinka, later 
turning to Davis and adding, 
“I mean, how many calls did 
we have between me, you and 
LeBron?”

Davis replied. “It was like 
every day. On the hour.”

Remember when Kobe 
Bryant wasn’t even consulted 
when the Lakers would hire 
somebody as important as a 
head coach?

The Lakers are treading on 
dangerous territory by put-
ting their franchise in the 
hands of two players with 
their own agendas, but at this 
point, lacking a strong leader-
ship figure, they don’t have a 
choice.

There was one more 
nagging thought on this 
glorious Saturday, and, sorry, 
but you just know we have to 
mention it.

It’s the awkward situa-
tion of Davis having just one 
year left on his contract, yet 
Pelinka talking as if he’s al-
ready signed a long-term deal 
and how they want to build 
around him because, “We want 
a decade of dominance.”

Davis has been in the league 
seven years, averaging 23.7 
points, 10.5 rebounds, 2.4 
blocked shots and 2.1 assists 
per game to go along with a 

51.7 percent career field-
goal percentage — all 

with the Pelicans.
Davis clearly wants 

to be a Laker, and even 
though he politely told 

me Saturday that he 

didn’t want to think beyond 
this season, something drastic 
would have to occur for him to 
bolt town, right? The Lakers 
only hope.

Expect this entire year to be 
one long recruiting pitch. But, 
back to the positives, did you 
hear Davis’ refreshing re-
sponse to the question of load 
management?

“I’m playing,” he said. “I’m 
26 years old. I love the game 
of basketball. I’m ready to 
play.”

And let’s finish with the 
hoot of a story of how he 
learned he was traded. He 
said it all went down when he 
was watching a movie on his 
TV in a Malibu hotel, sheep-
ishly noting: “I don’t know the 
name of the hotel. The one 
right next to Nobu.”

That would be the exquisite 
Nobu Ryokan, and, seriously, 
it must be nice to be so rich 
you can pay at least $2,000 
a night for a room and still 
don’t remember the hotel’s 
name. Hope they left the light 
on for you.

The Los Angeles Times’ 
Tania Ganguli used her 
investigative chops to follow 
up Davis’ hilarious hotel 
admission with the probing 
question: “What movie?”

Once again, our newest hero 
was stumped, honestly admit-
ting: “I don’t even remember 
… like some sailor movie, or 
something like that. I don’t 
know why it was on, but it 
was pretty good.”

Well, it couldn’t have been 
that good. But a sailor movie, 
a sailor movie … ?

For the sake of a lovely 
Lakers Saturday, let’s 

believe it was “Captain 
Ron.”

For once, we won’t 
guess it was “The Perfect 
Storm.”

Bill Plaschke is a sports columnist 
for the Los Angeles Times. Send com-

ments to djsports@dailyjournal.net.

With Davis’ arrival, Lakers are portrait of peace
BILL

PLASCHKE
GUEST

COLUMNIST

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

From left, Lakers general manager Rob Pelinka, newly acquired star player Anthony Davis and head coach Frank Vogel 
appear at a news conference Saturday at the UCLA Health Training Center in El Segundo, Calif.
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Demolition Derby
ADMISSION:
$10/adults

$5/kids under 12

IN
-3

51
11

50
8

2022

Thursday, July 21,Friday, July 22 &Saturday, July 23
GRANDSTANDS

BY BETH HARRIS 
AP Sports Writer

LOS ANGELES  
— Giancarlo Stanton hom-
ered into an especially 
sweet spot in his Dodger 
Stadium homecoming at 
the All-Star Game, putting 
his name alongside some 
of the sluggers he loved 
watching from the left 
field seats as a kid.

Byron Buxton followed 
with another drive and 
the American League won 
its ninth straight Mid-
summer Classic, beating 
the National League 3-2 
on Tuesday night.

AL manager Dusty 
Baker reminded his team 
of the winning streak 
before the game.

“We had to hold it 
down for him and keep it 
going,” Stanton said.

Fans rooting for a tie 
score after nine innings 
so they could see a first-
time home run derby 
decide the winner instead 
of extra innings didn’t get 
their wish.

Instead, the back-to-
back homers in the fourth 
inning were the differ-
ence as the AL boosted its 
overall edge to 47-43-2.

Facing 11-game winner 
Tony Gonsolin of the 
Dodgers, Stanton’s im-
pressive 457-foot, two-run 
shot landed in the left-
field pavilion.

“He smokes them,” NL 
manager Brian Snitker 
said. “Big, strong kid.”

Stanton and his father, 
Mike, would sit out there 
after buying tickets off 
scalpers for whatever 
price they could afford.

“My Pops took me to 
my first Dodger game, 
showed me how to have 
love for this game and 
now we’re here,” the New 
York Yankees slugger 
said. “Look at us, it’s just 
incredible.”

Despite his love for 
the home team, Stanton 
thrilled at seeing the 
visiting sluggers.

“It was really the big 
boppers when they came 
into town,” he said. “I 
wanted to see (Mark) Mc-
Gwire, (Sammy) Sosa and 
(Barry) Bonds, even if it 
was two at-bats. All that 
wraps around full circle.”

Stanton was chosen the 
game’s MVP, receiving a 
glass bat engraved with 
his name from two-time 
MVP Steve Garvey and 
Billie Jean King, part of 
the Dodgers ownership.

“It hasn’t fully sank in,” 
he said. “It’s going to be 
an amazing memory for 
all of our lives.”

The homer ended 
Stanton’s career 0 for 
7 skid in the game and 
at 111.2 mph, it was the 
hardest-hit homer in an 
All-Star Game tracked by 
Statcast. Also scoring was 
José Ramírez, tying the 
game 2-all.

Four pitches later, 
Buxton went deep to give 
the AL a 3-2 lead against 
a clearly frustrated Gon-
solin, who took the loss.

Nine-time All-Star 
Clayton Kershaw got 
the first start of his 
career for the NL in his 
home ballpark, with the 
Dodgers hosting for the 
first time since 1980. Los 
Angeles Angels two-way 
star Shohei Ohtani got 
the game’s first hit on 
Kershaw’s first pitch.

Framber Valdez of 
Houston got the win, 
tossing a scoreless third 
inning.

AL starter Shane Mc-
Clanahan of Tampa Bay 
gave up two runs and 
four hits. The first-time 
All-Star, who owns an 
MLB-leading 1.71 ERA, 
had allowed four hits or 
fewer in his last seven 
starts.

McClanahan combined 
with 10 other pitchers on 
the five-hitter. Cleveland 
closer Emmanuel Clase 
put on quite a show, 
striking out the side in the 
ninth to earn the save.

Austin Riley’s single in 
the eighth was the NL’s 
only hit after the first 
inning.

Ohtani led off for the 
AL as the designated 
hitter. Interviewed mo-
ments before the start, 
the Japanese superstar 
said, in English, he 
was going to swing. He 
cracked a 91-mph fastball 
into center field on the 
first pitch.

Stanton, Buxton lead AL over NL in 9th straight All-Star win

MARK J. TERRILL | AP

The American League’s Giancarlo Stanton, of the New York Yankees, poses with the Ted Williams 
Most Valuable Player trophy following the MLB All-Star game against the National League on Tues-
day, in Los Angeles. The American League won 3-2.

“I tried to take a 
minute at the beginning 
to take it all in and look 
around, which I usually 
never do,” Kershaw said. 
“It kind of calmed every-
thing down for me and 
then I had a lot of fun.”

The NL wasted no time 
in taking its first 2-0 lead 
in 10 years. Styling in 
yellow spikes and al-
ternate yellow and red 
sleeves, Ronald Acuña Jr. 
led off the bottom of the 
first with a ground-rule 
double to left and scored 
on Mookie Betts’ single. 
Paul Goldschmidt hit a 
solo homer with two outs.

In between runs, Guard-
ians second baseman 
Andrés Giménez made a 
defensive stop on Manny 
Machado and followed 
with a dazzling behind-
the-back toss to shortstop 
Tim Anderson, who threw 
to first to complete the 
double play.

A sellout crowd of 52,518 
filled Dodger Stadium 
two years after the third-
oldest ballpark in the 
majors was supposed to 
host before the game was 
canceled because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Here’s to you, 
Mrs. Robinson

Dodgers outfielder 
Mookie Betts, with all 
of the other All-Stars 
bunched behind him, led 
the crowd in sending out 
100th birthday wishes to 
Rachel Robinson. On his 
1-2-3 count, the crowd and 
players shouted “Happy 
birthday, Rachel!” The 
widow of Jackie Robinson 
didn’t travel from her 
home in Connecticut. She 
visited Dodger Stadium in 
April on Jackie Robinson 
Day to mark the 75th an-
niversary of her husband 
breaking baseball’s color 
barrier with the Brooklyn 
Dodgers in 1947. Jackie 
Robinson’s achievement 
was honored with com-
ments by Oscar-winning 
actor Denzel Washington 
and a presentation on the 
video boards.

First pitch
Backed by a mariachi 

band, Dodgers great Fer-
nando Valenzuela tossed 
out the ceremonial first 
pitch. Fittingly, first-time 
All-Star Alejandro Kirk of 
Toronto served as catcher. 
Kirk and Valenzuela were 
both born in Mexico. Fer-
nandomania gripped the 
Dodgers in 1981, when the 
left-hander won Rookie 
of the Year and the Cy 
Young Award in helping 
LA win the World Series.

Fashion critics
The reviews were 

mostly negative for the 
second straight year on 
the All-Star uniforms. 
The AL wore dark gray 
uniforms that blended 
into the plate umpire’s 
black shirt and dark 
gray pants. The NL wore 
all-white uniforms. Both 
had gold lettering. Fans 
were critical on social 
media, with “atrocious” 
a frequent critique. Last 

year, MLB went away 
from wearing traditional 
jerseys, which met with 
heavy online criticism.

Mic’ed up Manoah
Alek Manoah, Toronto’s 

expressive right-hander, 
wore a microphone and 
earpiece while pitching 
the second inning, 
engaging in an enter-
taining conversation with 
Fox analyst and Hall of 
Famer John Smoltz. “How 
hard am I throwing?” 
Manoah asked early. 
He also sought scouting 
reports on Joc Pederson 
and Acuña Jr. Manoah 
did fine, striking out three 
and also plunking Jeff 
McNeil with a pitch. A lot 
of players were mic’ed 
up. Fans heard Judge and 
Stanton talking back and 
forth while playing the 
outfield, and Yankees bat-
terymates Nestor Cortes 
and Jose Trevino talking 
while working together.

The shift is still on
Dodgers first baseman 

Freddie Freeman batted 
in the third to the now fa-
miliar chants of “Freddie! 
Freddie!” Even in the 
exhibition game, an ex-
treme shift was on and he 
was thrown out from right 
field. Home Run Derby 
champion Juan Soto got 
thrown out by the third 
baseman playing much 
closer to second base to 
end the fifth.

Taking it easy
Hall of Fame announcer 

Vin Scully, the voice of 
the Dodgers for 67 years 
before retiring in 2016, 
watched the game from 
his Los Angeles home. 
The Bronx-born 94-year-
old began calling games 
when the franchise was 
located in Brooklyn and 
followed the team out 
West ahead of the 1958 
season.

MLB

“I was definitely 
swinging a hundred per-
cent,” Ohtani later said 
through a translator. 
“Kershaw has really 
good command.”

His hit snapped an 0 
for 8 streak as a hitter 
against Kershaw. Last 
year, Ohtani was the 
starting pitcher and led 
off as the DH in the AL’s 
5-2 win at Denver. He 
didn’t pitch this year 
so he can start Friday 
in the Angels’ first 
game after the break at 
Atlanta.

“I mean, you can’t 
throw the first pitch of 
an All-Star Game as a 
breaking ball,” Kershaw 
said. “You kind of had to 
give him a heater there, 
I think just for every-
thing. Had to do it.”

But the three-time NL 
Cy Young Award winner 
had the last word. 
Kershaw fired a pickoff 
throw to first that caught 
Ohtani off the bag.

“Honestly, I didn’t 
know quite know what 
to throw yet. Sometimes 
I throw over there for a 
second to be convicted 
with the pitch,” Kershaw 
said. “I wasn’t trying 
to pick him off. I was 
trying to delay the game 
for a bit, but it worked 
out.”

Then the Yankees’ 
Aaron Judge, who leads 
the majors in home runs, 
went down swinging. 
After Rafael Devers 
walked, Vladimir Guer-
rero Jr. grounded into 
a fielder’s choice, and 
Kershaw walked off to 
applause from the appre-
ciative crowd.







Flat Santa
is a big
hit for

Trevor Vernon
in Missouri!





At Hear for Life Audiology, we are dedicated to providing the highest level of medically oriented diagnostic and treatment services for hearing healthcare.
Comprehensive Hearing Evaluations • Digital Hearing and Assistive Listening Devices Hearing Device Repairs & Batteries • Insurance Billing • Physician Referrals

Camron Meikle, Au.D
Board Certi! ed Doctor of Audiology

Broad Medical Background
Board Certi! ed by the American Board of Audiology

115 Village Way,
Port Ludlow, WA 

360-437-7767

345 Knechtel Way NE
Suite 105, 

Bainbridge Island 
206-842-6374

www.HearForLifeAudiology.com

Better Hearing is Possible - Call to Schedule an Appointment

IT IS HARD WORK, 
AND FACE MASKS MAKE IT 

EVEN HARDER
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Sight Is  
Precious.
Please don’t take 
yours for granted.

NIC CHRISTENSEN

JAY CHRISTENSEN, O.D.

620 Market, 

Harlan

712-755-20/20
www.drjays2020.com

1112 Chatburn Avenue
Harlan, IA 51537

Phone: 800.435.8957
 712.755.5557An ISO 13485 & ISO 9001 Company 

Medical, Commercial and
Industrial Molding & Machining

Molded Products, Inc.

1 April Fool's Day 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 Passover 10 Good Friday 11

12 Easter 13 14 15 Taxes Due 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 Earth Day 23 24 Ramadan begins 25

26 27 28 29 30

Notes:

APRIL  2020
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Admin Assist Day

© 2018 Vertex42 LLC. Free to print.Printable Calendars by Vertex42.com https://www.vertex42.com/calendars/printable-calendars.html

S M T W Th F Sa
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31

March 2020
S M T W Th F Sa

1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
31

May 2020

Palm Sunday

Tanning Turtles
Photographer Nick Nicotero, Walnut

Inset: Canada Goose
Photographer Erin Keane, Earling
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Know what’s below. Call before you dig! 
Peninsula Light Company 
encourages people to make a free call 10 days before 
digging to know what’s below.
Installing a mailbox, building a deck, planting a tree and laying a patio are all examples of digging projects that need  a call to 811 before starting.

Striking a single line can cause injury, repair costs, !nes and inconvenient outages. 

Every digging project, no matter how large or small, warrants a call to 811. 

Thanks, Pat & Diane. We truly appreciate it.As the only independent community newspaper serving the Key Peninsula area, we have quite a large responsibility to deliver a monthly review of what's happening in our part of the world.Our work is made possible by the advertisers you see on these pages and by hundreds of friends and neighbors who contribute to 
the newspaper every month, year after year.There are three simple ways you can join the Grants to keep the KP News going.

Read the paper every month. Please, let us know how we're doing in our reader survey at bit.ly/2Xlm2CV  Next, be a vocal supporter of our advertisers. They are vital to the health of our community, not to mention their ads help pay our expenses every month.And if you can, give a donation. You'll be in good company and every dollar helps keep us growing.  

KEY PENINSULA NEWS, PO BOX 3, VAUGHN WA 98394 WWW.KEYPENNEWS.ORG/DONATE 



An idea you can  
sell to any business 

in any town. 
(And your readers 

will LOVE it!



1966 was a very good 
year, in many ways.

1966 was the year “Pop Cul-

ture” began in America. 

Women embraced a new 

fashion called the “mini-

skirt” and TV viewers 

watched a new show called 

“Star Trek.” The average cost 

of a new home had soared 

to $14,200. Americans could 

afford one, though because 

average household income 

per year was $6,900. Amer-

icans flocked to the movies 

to watch John Wayne and 

Doris Day. Gas cost 32 cents 

per gallon and the average cost 

of a new car was $2,650. Cali-

fornia shocked the country by 

electing a TV and movie actor, 

Ronald Reagan, as governor. 

Here at home, we were all 

proud of the honor grad-

uates for 1966. Around the 

same time, here in Pierce 

County, two young men, 

Bernard Pearson and Claude 

Clough, opened Clough-Pearson 

Funeral Home, a business 

with one purpose: to serve 

friends and neighbors in 

time of need. Hard to believe 

it’s been a half-century since 

all of this was new.

As we at Pearson-Dial 

Funeral Home mark our 

50th year, we will be taking 

nostalgic looks back over 

these past five decades in 

this newspaper. While all of 

our memories aren’t hap-

py ones, of course, it does 

make us happy that we’ve 

been privileged to share 

these times with you. 

And we are honored with 

the part we’ve played in 

helping you reach 

this point as well. 

We’re grateful for 

all these years.

Thank you.
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Join us over the next few weeks aswe remember the past 50 years.
As we mark our Golden Anniversary, noting 50 years of service to this area, we hope you will watch these pages for more information about these his-toric years. Please join us for our official celebration, coming in December.
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The 60’s were an 
exciting time...

The 1960’s were an exciting 
time. Man was going to 
the moon and the U.S. was 
under invasion by a bunch 
of young musicians from 
England. A young minister 
from Atlanta, Georgia was 
making headlines by win-
ning the Nobel Peace Prize.

Around Blackshear, peo-
ple were buzzing about the 
beautiful young ladies who 
had just won top honors in the 
1969 Miss Blackshear High 
pageant. Those were tumul-
tous times. We shared them 
with you then and we’re 
proud to still be part of this 
community 50 years later.

Join us over the next few weeks as
we remember the past 50 years.

As we mark our Golden Anniversary, noting 50 years of service 
to this area, we hope you will watch these pages for more infor-
mation about these historic years. Please join us for our official 
celebration, coming in December.
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Do you remember
the year 1995?

The year 1995 was an eventful 
year that likely still sticks in 
many memories. Our nation’s 
worst act of domestic terrorism 
occurred when the Federal 
Building in Oklahoma City, 
OK was destroyed by a 
homemade bomb, killing 168 
people and injuring nearly 
700 more. Former football 
star and actor O.J. Simpson 
was acquitted of murdering 
his ex-wife and her friend. 
Rock ‘n Roll enthusiasts were 
disappointed at the breakup of 
legendary band, The Grateful 
Dead. Here at home, two out-
standing athletes earned state-
wide honors before, eventually, 
coming home to help build 
future athletes and leaders as 
coaches here. We are so proud 
to be marking our 50th anni-
versary, marking a half-cen-
tury of service to this area.Thank 
you for allowing us to be part of 
your life all these years.

Join us over the next few weeks as
we remember the past 50 years.

As we mark our Golden Anniversary, noting 50 years of service 
to this area, we hope you will watch these pages for more infor-
mation about these historic years. Please join us for our official 
celebration, coming in December.

101111616RW
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Do you remember
the year 1988? 

Not quite 30 years ago, 
America was concerned over 
another political scandal, 
this time involving President 
Reagan and trading arms 
for hostages. Our country 
took a giant technological 
leap with the laying of the 
first Trans-Atlantic Fiber-optic 
cable that could carry hun-
dreds of phone calls around the 
world. At the box office, mil-
lions were enjoying the unusual 
story of one man whose incred-
ible intelligence was masked by 
disabilities. Rain Man was a huge 
hit. Here at home, Mrs. Bobbie 
Johnson was our Teacher of the 
Year. We were about to mark our 
22nd anniversary serving you. 
We are proud now to say this 
is our “Golden” annversary — 
50 years since we opened our 
doors. Thank you for letting us 
be a part of your lives!

Join us over the next few weeks as
we remember the past 50 years.

As we mark our Golden Anniversary, noting 50 years of service 
to this area, we hope you will watch these pages for more infor-
mation about these historic years. Please join us for our official 
celebration, coming in December.

 15B072716RW
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1967 was the
‘Summer of Love’

 
1967 was the “Summer of 
Love,” fueled by music 
like the Beatles’ anthem 
“All You Need is Love.” 
Pac-Man and video games 
weren’t yet invented, but 
little boys had fun playing 
with their Tonka trucks 
while mom and dad watched 
Sgt. Joe Friday catch the 
bad guys on the popular TV 
show, “Dragnet.”

Around here people were 
talking about the great job 
done by the Patterson High 
Debate Team for placing run-
nerup in state competition.It 
was a long time ago, but we 
were here with you then and 
we’re proud to still be part 
of your life today. Thanks!

 Join us over the next few weeks as
we remember the past 50 years.

 As we mark our Golden Anniversary, noting 50 years of service 
to this area, we hope you will watch these pages for more infor-
mation about these historic years. Please join us for our offi cial 
celebration, coming in December.

99B022416RWPD
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Do you remember

the year 1971? 
America was on the dawn 

of an incredible revolution 

in 1971 and one milestone 

was the invention that year 

of an information-storage 

tool called a “floppy disk.” 

(It went into a computer.) 

We all celebrated, along with 

Mickey and Goofy, as Disney 

World opened in central Flori-

da near Orlando. At the boxof-

fice, couples wept at the tragic 

romance of a young Ivy-league 

college couple played by Ryan 

O’Neal and Ali MacGraw in 

“Love Story.” Here at home, 

the Chamber welcomed three 

new professionals to our 

community. Attorney Carroll 

Russell brought his law 

practice here and physicians 

Al Davis and Don Waters 

began their medical practic-

es. We celebrated our fifth 

year in business! Can you 

believe it’s now been 50 

years?! Thank you for allowing 

us to serve you!

Join us over the next few weeks as

we remember the past 50 years.

As we mark our Golden Anniversary, noting 50 years of service 

to this area, we hope you will watch these pages for more infor-

mation about these historic years. Please join us for our official 

celebration, coming in December.

 15B082416RW
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What do you recall
about 1991?

Just 25 years ago, America 

was watching to see if a 

young judge from Savannah, 

Clarence Thomas, would be 

appointed to the Supreme 

Court. Our longtime adver-

sary, the Soviet Union, col-

lapsed due to the economic 

hardship brought by years of 

communist rule. In Atlanta, 

hopes for a World Series win, 

led by Braves pitchers Tom 

Glavine, John Smoltz and 

Greg Maddux were dashed by 

the Minnesota Twins.

Here at home, a pretty group of 

PCHS Cheerleaders were rec-

ognized. How many of them 

do you know today?
Can you believe it’s been 

50 years since we opened 

our doors? Thanks for your 

support.

Join us over the next few weeks as

we remember the past 50 years.

As we mark our Golden Anniversary, noting 50 years of service 

to this area, we hope you will watch these pages for more infor-

mation about these historic years. Please join us for our official 

celebration, coming in December.

101B062216RW
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What do you recall
about 1991?

Just 25 years ago, America 

was watching to see if a 

young judge from Savannah, 

Clarence Thomas, would be 

appointed to the Supreme 

Court. Our longtime adver-

sary, the Soviet Union, col-

lapsed due to the economic 

hardship brought by years of 

communist rule. In Atlanta, 

hopes for a World Series win, 

led by Braves pitchers Tom 

Glavine, John Smoltz and 

Greg Maddux were dashed by 

the Minnesota Twins.

Here at home, a pretty group of 

PCHS Cheerleaders were rec-

ognized. How many of them 

do you know today?
Can you believe it’s been 

50 years since we opened 

our doors? Thanks for your 

support.

Join us over the next few weeks as

we remember the past 50 years.

As we mark our Golden Anniversary, noting 50 years of service 

to this area, we hope you will watch these pages for more infor-

mation about these historic years. Please join us for our official 

celebration, coming in December.
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Do you remember
the year 1988? 

Not quite 30 years ago, 

America was concerned over 

another political scandal, 

this time involving President 

Reagan and trading arms 

for hostages. Our country 

took a giant technological 

leap with the laying of the 

first Trans-Atlantic Fiber-optic 

cable that could carry hun-

dreds of phone calls around the 

world. At the box office, mil-

lions were enjoying the unusual 

story of one man whose incred-

ible intelligence was masked by 

disabilities. Rain Man was a huge 

hit. Here at home, Mrs. Bobbie 

Johnson was our Teacher of the 

Year. We were about to mark our 

22nd anniversary serving you. 

We are proud now to say this 

is our “Golden” annversary — 

50 years since we opened our 

doors. Thank you for letting us 

be a part of your lives!

Join us over the next few weeks as

we remember the past 50 years.

As we mark our Golden Anniversary, noting 50 years of service 

to this area, we hope you will watch these pages for more infor-

mation about these historic years. Please join us for our official 

celebration, coming in December.
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Do you remember

the year 1993?
The early 1990’s were a time 

of turmoil in many areas 

of the world. The U.S. got 

a hint of things to come 

when terrorists bombed 

the underground garage at 

the World Trade Center, 

killing six and injuring 

hundreds more. Authorities 

ended a standoff by invading 

the compound occupied by 

the Branch Dividian Cult in 

Waco, Texas, resulting in nu-

merous deaths and calling for 

investigations. At the boxoffice, 

moviegoers were astounded 

by the computer-generat-

ed dinosaurs that starred in 

Jurassic Park. Here at home, 

several precocious 7th graders 

were leading their class and 

we were celebrating our 23rd 

anniversary in business in 1993. 

Can you believe it’s now been 50 

years since we opened our doors? 

Join us over the next few weeks as

we remember the past 50 years.

As we mark our Golden Anniversary, noting 50 years of service 

to this area, we hope you will watch these pages for more infor-

mation about these historic years. Please join us for our official 

celebration, coming in December.
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Do you remember

the year 1993?
The early 1990’s were a time 

of turmoil in many areas 

of the world. The U.S. got 

a hint of things to come 

when terrorists bombed 

the underground garage at 

the World Trade Center, 

killing six and injuring 

hundreds more. Authorities 

ended a standoff by invading 

the compound occupied by 

the Branch Dividian Cult in 

Waco, Texas, resulting in nu-

merous deaths and calling for 

investigations. At the boxoffice, 

moviegoers were astounded 

by the computer-generat-

ed dinosaurs that starred in 

Jurassic Park. Here at home, 

several precocious 7th graders 

were leading their class and 

we were celebrating our 23rd 

anniversary in business in 1993. 

Can you believe it’s now been 50 

years since we opened our doors? 

Join us over the next few weeks as

we remember the past 50 years.

As we mark our Golden Anniversary, noting 50 years of service 

to this area, we hope you will watch these pages for more infor-

mation about these historic years. Please join us for our official 

celebration, coming in December.
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What do you recall
about 2002?

The year 2002 was a time when 

we were just starting to get 

back to normal after the most 

heinous attack on American 

soil in September, 2001. It 

was this year that Congress 

created the Department of 

Homeland Security to help us better 

prepare against future attacks. 

Americans opted for a simpler 

time in their choice of music as 

the movie soundtrack, “Brother, 

Where Art Thou” topped the 

Billboard charts. Another bit of 

fantasy also grew in popularity 

as comic book hero, Spiderman 

was a huge hit at the box office. 

Here at home, a 33 year tradi-

tion ended as Inez Raulerson 

closed the long-popular cloth-

ing store, the Dakki Shop. We 

were there with you then and 

we’re happy to still be part 

of our great community! We 

are proud to be marking our 

50th anniversary.Thank you 

for allowing us to be part of 

your life.

Join us over the next few weeks as

we remember the past 50 years.

As we mark our Golden Anniversary, noting 50 years of service 

to this area, we hope you will watch these pages for more infor-

mation about these historic years. Please join us for our official 

celebration, coming in December.

11021616RW
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Do you remember

the year 1981? 
A new decade had just 

opened and America was 

embarking on an entirely 

new type of space mission: 

sending vehicles into space 

and bringing them back to 

land safely on earth. The 

space shuttle Columbia was 

the first. At the box office, 

movie-goers were thrilled at 

Harrison Ford’s exploits as 

intrepid adventurer Indiana 

Jones. Our nation’s youth 

found a new form of enter-

tainment on television: Their 

favorite songs had video stories 

to accompany the tunes and a 

whole new channel, MTV, was 

devoted to their music. Here at 

home, a tradition was building 

as our new high school’s cheer-

leaders were leading the area 

with their cheer displays and 

expertise. We’re proud to still be part 

of our great community and we thank you for 

letting us be a part of your lives!

Join us over the next few weeks as

we remember the past 50 years.

As we mark our Golden Anniversary, noting 50 years of service 

to this area, we hope you will watch these pages for more infor-

mation about these historic years. Please join us for our official 

celebration, coming in December.
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1967 was the

‘Summer of Love’

1967 was the “Summer of 

Love,” fueled by music 

like the Beatles’ anthem 

“All You Need is Love.” 

Pac-Man and video games 

weren’t yet invented, but 

little boys had fun playing 

with their Tonka trucks 

while mom and dad watched 

Sgt. Joe Friday catch the 

bad guys on the popular TV 

show, “Dragnet.”

Around here people were 

talking about the great job 

done by the Patterson High 

Debate Team for placing run-

nerup in state competition.It 

was a long time ago, but we 

were here with you then and 

we’re proud to still be part 

of your life today. Thanks!

Join us over the next few weeks as

we remember the past 50 years.

As we mark our Golden Anniversary, noting 50 years of service 

to this area, we hope you will watch these pages for more infor-

mation about these historic years. Please join us for our official 

celebration, coming in December.
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1967 was the

‘Summer of Love’

1967 was the “Summer of 

Love,” fueled by music 

like the Beatles’ anthem 

“All You Need is Love.” 

Pac-Man and video games 

weren’t yet invented, but 

little boys had fun playing 

with their Tonka trucks 

while mom and dad watched 

Sgt. Joe Friday catch the 

bad guys on the popular TV 

show, “Dragnet.”

Around here people were 

talking about the great job 

done by the Patterson High 

Debate Team for placing run-

nerup in state competition.It 

was a long time ago, but we 

were here with you then and 

we’re proud to still be part 

of your life today. Thanks!

Join us over the next few weeks as

we remember the past 50 years.

As we mark our Golden Anniversary, noting 50 years of service 

to this area, we hope you will watch these pages for more infor-

mation about these historic years. Please join us for our official 

celebration, coming in December.
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1966 was a busy

year for news!
Yes, it’s hard to believe, 

but it’s been 50 years since 

Mr. Spock, the Vulcan we 

all grew to love, debuted 

on a new sci-fi TV show 

called Star Trek. All across 

America, streets were 

filled with demonstrators 

calling for young people 

to “Make Love, Not War!” 

in protest of the Vietnam 

war. Topping the box office 

charts was a popular musi-

cal, based on a riveting true 

story, called “The Sound of 

Music.” Right here at home, 

a group of brainy Blackshear 

High School seniors were 

the academic elite of the 

BHS Class of 1966. It’s been 

exactly 50 years since we 

opened our doors, too, and 

we’re proud to still be part 

of our great community!

Join us over the next few weeks as

we remember the past 50 years.

As we mark our Golden Anniversary, noting 50 years of service 

to this area, we hope you will watch these pages for more infor-

mation about these historic years. Please join us for our official 

celebration, coming in December.
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1982 was a year
for memories!

The year 1982 was a year 

for new adventures and new 

terror as someone, still un-

known today, laced Tylenol 

capules with poison, killing 

several innocent victims, 

and creating a new era for 

product safety packaging.

Disney’s EPCOT Center 

gave us a preview of to-

morrow and, at the movies, 

ET stole our hearts. Here 

at home, PCHS garnered its 

very first state championship 

with an outstanding group 

of students on the Literary 

Team. They made us all 

proud. We were there with 

you and we’re proud to still 

be part of our great commu-

nity! Thank you for allow-

ing us to be part of your life 

all these years.

Join us over the next few weeks as

we remember the past 50 years.

As we mark our Golden Anniversary, noting 50 years of service 

to this area, we hope you will watch these pages for more infor-

mation about these historic years. Please join us for our official 

celebration, coming in December.
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Do you remember
the year 1975? 

People all over the world 

suddenly were afraid to 

swim in the ocean as the 

blockbuster movie, JAWS, 

scared everyone to the tune 

of millions of dollars at the 

box office. Cincinatti slug-

ger Pete Rose was Sports-

man of the Year and men 

and women were dressing 

alike as “leisure suits” were 

becoming a popular fashion.

Around Blackshear, the 

members of Emmanuel Bap-

tist Church were celebrating 

the burning of a $30,000 note 

church members had paid off 

in just one year! We shared 

those times with you then 

and we’re proud to still be 

part of this community 41 

years later.

Join us over the next few weeks as

we remember the past 50 years.

As we mark our Golden Anniversary, noting 50 years of service 

to this area, we hope you will watch these pages for more infor-

mation about these historic years. Please join us for our official 

celebration, coming in December.
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Do you remember
the year 1975? 

People all over the world 

suddenly were afraid to 

swim in the ocean as the 

blockbuster movie, JAWS, 

scared everyone to the tune 

of millions of dollars at the 

box office. Cincinatti slug-

ger Pete Rose was Sports-

man of the Year and men 

and women were dressing 

alike as “leisure suits” were 

becoming a popular fashion.

Around Blackshear, the 

members of Emmanuel Bap-

tist Church were celebrating 

the burning of a $30,000 note 

church members had paid off 

in just one year! We shared 

those times with you then 

and we’re proud to still be 

part of this community 41 

years later.

Join us over the next few weeks as

we remember the past 50 years.

As we mark our Golden Anniversary, noting 50 years of service 

to this area, we hope you will watch these pages for more infor-

mation about these historic years. Please join us for our official 

celebration, coming in December.

15B042016RW

For 50 years,
We have cried.

We have hurt.

We have laughed.

We have healed.

PEARSON-DIAL FUNERAL HOME

659 Main Street   •    Blackshear, Georgia  •  912-449-6626   •    www.pearsondial.com
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We remember ecember   hen e first o ene  our oors. t 

has been half a century since e ere first ri ile e  to ser e you. 

e e been to ether as time  family  frien s ha e hel e  us et 

ast life s har est moments. e ha e share  tears of heartache 

an  the lau hter only lo e coul  brin . e ho e you e enjoye  

loo in  bac  each ee  throu h the ne s a er  at the e ents of 

our li es o er ast eca es. e ie in  memories has remin e  

us ho  eetin  are these moments. t has remin e  us ho  rate-

ful e must be to enjoy li in  in a community here e ery joy is 

ma nifie  an  e ery ain is share . o  as e ause to  mar  

our ol en nni ersary  e le e to continue offerin  the ro-

fessionalism  sym athy an  i nity your family eser es.

Thank you for allowing us to be a part of your lives

for the past five decades. We look forward to serving 

you, with compassion and caring, for many more.

Inez 
Riggins

Kim
Norris

Bernard
Pearson

Sharon
Pearson
Godwin

Mark
Godwin

Dennis
Fulford
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Could you use 
more feature story 

IDEAS? 

Just write ’52’ 
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& hand it to me



52 Feature Story Ideas
you can find in every town

By ROBERT M WILLIAMS, JR.
Publisher, The Blackshear Times • Blackshear, Georgia

1. Different names: Whereas one time people named their kids after Dad and GrandDad, nowadays they may name their daughter after their
favorite soap opera star or something even more unusual. And they may spell “Christy” as “Kristee” or one of about 20 other ways to spell that
same name. Unique spellings and unusual names are more common than ever. It plays havoc with proofreaders, teacher rolls, etc. (You have to
watch out for racist overtones that could enter a story like this. Don’t just focus on the Abduls and Tamikas, include Krystal and Alexis, too.)
Check your elementary school rolls for the out-of-the-ordinary names and follow them up for a cute story that will attract lots of interest. This
idea came from the Athens Observer, now long gone, but once one of the best sources for unique feature story ideas around.

2. The county agent: Most counties have one and they know all the old-time farmers who may still use a push plow occasionally or maybe the
pioneer who is the first to try growing Asian Pears for a living. Somebody in our community once started raising ostriches for a sideline.

3. Church bulletins: If you don’t get a copy of every church bulletin mailed out in your community, you’re missing a great source of tips on such
things as special speakers and programs, who’s in the hospital, who had a baby or a death in the family, etc. After all, it’s just a specialized mini-
newspaper.

4. Public works superintendent: Have you talked with him lately about how many gallons of water your town uses every day — and what hap-
pens to it after it’s used? How about how many tons of garbage are picked up each week?

5. The Garbage Man: Speaking of garbage, the garbage man probably knows more about people in your town than most other people. Ask him
about unusual things he’s found in the garbage. What’s his worst problem, pet peeve, etc.? He has a heckuva tough job and deserves some recog-
nition.

6. The UGA Extension Service County Guide: If you don’t have a copy, go by the county agent’s office or look it up on the Internet. It’s full of
vital statistics about your county...births, deaths, average income, DUI arrests on a per capita basis (how does you county rank in the state?),
population stats by age, and on and on. If you can’t make several stories from this, go into the shopper business.

7. Your Regional Development Center: Every county in Georgia belongs to an RDC (they used to be called APDC’s). They have a wealth of gov-
ernmental statistics and most of them publish newsletters. We’ve gotten several story leads from our RDC newsletter and used their artwork to
illustrate our story.

8. The oldest...: Look around for the oldest anything...the oldest married couple (for their secrets to be shared), the oldest bank teller (maybe
someone who has counted over a billion dollars during their 50-year career); the oldest schoolteacher, the oldest policeman, etc. You get the idea.
We made AP and Paul Harvey news a few years ago with the story of the 80-year-old man who was slightly injured in an automobile accident
— and had to have his mother come care for him! She was 105!

9. The hottest: In the summertime, who has the hottest job in your community? Is it the roofer tarring a roof, a laborer troweling concrete, the
insulation worker crawling in attics...Key on several and let them compare notes in your story.

10. The coldest: You get the idea, the same as above, except in reverse for the winter.

11. Who are your Top 10 unpaid taxpayers? A quick look through your tax commissioner’s records will show who hasn’t paid their taxes and
who has. This is a guaranteed best-seller, but be prepared for some disgruntled deadbeats. (And you’ll be surprised who they are!!) Do the same
for your cities.

12. Who hasn’t paid their business license? And does your city/county enforce it?

13. Who lives in the oldest home in your community?

14. Hobbies: You absolutely won’t believe some of the weird hobbies some of your readers will have. Put a notice in your paper, to run space
available, asking folks to let you know of their (or their friends’) hobbies. These can make great stories. We have a guy who raises parakeets —
by the hundreds!

15. Most every community has occasional auctions. Go to some of them and the auctioneer might be the story or it might be the people who pay
perfectly good money for someone else’s junk. Why do they do it and what do they do with it?

16. Schools are never-ending sources for stories, but let’s go beyond the obvious. Your community’s most highly-educated (and therefore, maybe
most unusual) people work in the schools. What kind of outside interests do your teachers have? We have one who is the most mild-mannered,
soft-spoken teacher you ever saw, but he’s also a third-degree black belt instructor in karate. Check out those teachers!

52 MORE Feature Story Ideas
you can find in every town

By ROBERT M WILLIAMS, JR.
Publisher, The Blackshear Times

Blackshear, Georgia

1. Most communities have blood drives. Who is the most generous donor in your area? We have a man who has given more than 10 gallons of
blood over the years. Get some comments on how many potential lives he/she may have saved by such unselfishness.

2. Beauty pageant judges. Some communities have people who actually enjoy judging pageants and do many of them in a year. Just ask some-
one you know who is involved in some of them and you can probably find someone like this. What are their “qualifications”?

3. Everyone has anniversaries, whether they are married couples or businesses. Look back in your old volumes to note the “special” ones for
businesses, like 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, etc. This can also lead to some great ad revenue.

4. What is the oldest church in your community? Is it still thriving or is it struggling?

5. Talk to your city/county manager or city/county clerk. What’s the best/hardest part of the job? Etc.

6. The stay-at-home mother has become a rarity. Find one or two (especially those are aren’t married to a doctor) who choose to stay home and
forego what a second income might mean. How do they do it? What do they do? Are they community volunteers?

7. Most communities have someone who teaches young children dancing. How many have they taught over the years? Most of them stay in
great shape because they dance so much. Do they have cute stories? Most don’t do it for the money, you’ll find...Cute photos of youngsters prac-
ticing can add sparkle to this.

8. Check with your local motel(s). Find out who is their most “regular” customer and find out what a constant visitor thinks of your communi-
ty.

9. Who are your husband-wife teams in business? How do they handle the stress of working, living, staying together practically all of the time,
etc.?

10. Who is listed first in your phone book? How about last? Look through the book and you’ll find unusual listings for businesses you never
heard of. Call them up and find out what they are. These are often your “cottage” industries, operated out of the home but they can be inter-
esting.

11. At the start of every school year, check out the new teachers in town. Where are they from? Why are they here? Do they have unusual hob-
bies? Etc. One of our new teachers won a million dollars on a TV game show a few years ago!

12. How do your local schools handle the flood of flowers, gifts, etc. on Valentine’s Day? Our high school ended up banning such things and
we made national news everywhere with our story headlined: “Cupid is unwelcome at PCHS”. The principal wasn’t very happy with the fact
he was being called by newspapers, tv and radio stations all over the country, but it was a great story.

13. Who is the oldest person in your community who still goes to work every day? I know one who works all day, every day at 90!

14. How about a story from the funeral home on why it makes sense to pre-arrange your funeral or on unusual requests they have had for
arrangements? The propriety of this may depend on how large your community is. What have been the changes in funerals in recent years?
How much does the average funeral cost and how can people save money at this time?

15. Does your community have a writers’ club? Writing is a hobby for many people, many of whom are often hesitant to admit it. You may find
a back-up reporter here or a new columnist. (Beware, though, of my experience with a terrible prima donna who could not understand how
anyone could DARE edit anything she wrote!)

16. Ask around among parents for innovative ways in which they get their kids to earn their allowance money. How do they teach children to
save?

17. If you want to combine business with pleasure, take a few weekend “getaways” at nearby spots and write them up for your readers as sug-
gested short-term getaways for them. Some places will even offer special rates or passes for the publicity.

18. If you live near a large town, check out the museums and do a story on ways parents can entertain their children, and enjoy themselves, for
a weekend outing.



Do you have a great ad idea?
Do you know someone who does?

LET ME KNOW!

Email; 
robert@nna.org

or phone
(912) 281-5438
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