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Daily Division

1. Kerrville Daily Times - Excellent reporting on an 
issue that could have had a big impact on many residents in 
the community. A fine example of why community journalism 
is so important and the profound impact it can have. Wanted 
to know the total number of participants in the reader poll. 
Also, be careful about using another paper as a source (i.e. the 
Statesman). Fantastic work overall! 
2. Corpus Christi Caller-Times - Well researched and 
thoroughly covered. The presentation of the topic is outstand-
ing - way to grab the reader’s attention on an important issue 
in the community. Makes me want to become a subscriber.
3. Victoria Advocate - Excellent long-range project. 
Way to partner with your local school district to bring educa-
tion to the forefront. Keep up the good work. 
4. Odessa American - A terrific and much needed service 
to the community. Love the Quick Hits on local residents in 
need - gives readers a chance to get to know other residents in 
the community. Great presentation, as well. 

Semiweekly Division

1. Decatur, Wise County Messenger - Outstand-
ing coverage on an important/controversial issue. Top notch 
writing/reporting. Great input from readers. Photos and layout 
couldn’t be better. A real service to the community.
2. Beeville Bee-Picayune - Great dedicated coverage on 
a pressing Texas issue. Nicely done.
3. Graham Leader - Solid coverage and call to action. 
Good work.
4. Gonzales Inquirer - Good opportunity to recognize 
members of the community. Nicely done.

Weekly Division

1. Cooper Review - Excellent work and a great example 
of what newspapers can still do better than any other medium. 
Well-written, these stories were likely well-received by read-
ers most of whom, like most of us, like these type of stories. 
Good job!
2. Fredericksburg Standard-Radio Post - Good 
coverage of an important issue to residents. Like to see more 
photos/artwork to highlight the story and catch the reader’s 
attention.
3. Houston, Jewish Herald-Voice - Great sports writ-
ing and call to action. Nice job.
4. Liberty, Vindicator - Great job. This has to be the feel 
good story of the year.

Routine Special Section

Daily

1. Athens Daily Review - Fantastic football section. 106 
pages? Wow. Terrific coverage - range of articles, profiles and 
stats. Excellent presentation. Great work!
2. Corpus Christi Caller-Times - Great action-
oriented baseball preview. Well designed. Eye-catching. Good 
coverage. Great job!
3. Lufkin Daily News - Excellent coverage of a critical 
issue. Way to spotlight local businesses.
4. Clute, Facts - Terrific crisp, clean presentation. Love 
the layout. Good writing and profiles. Nicely done!

Semiweekly

1. Granbury, Hood County News - Excellence all the 
way through. Wonderful words and photos which brought this 
area to life. Very tough competition. All staffs should be proud 
of their excellent work. From someone who doesn’t live in 
any of these places, these pieces made me wish I did. Well 
done to all.
2. Boerne Star - Great layout - from current events, calen-
dars and flowing into historical pieces. Evident a lot of effort 
from talented staff here.
3. La Grange, Fayette County Record - Really well 
done - “We love it here” was obvious from the guide. Made 
me want to go.
4. Gonzales Inquirer - Beautiful and so professional. 
Staff deserves high praise for efforts.

Weekly A

1. Woodville, Tyler County Booster - Talented staff 
gave professional look to this Special. Well-deserved first 
place in a competitive category. 
2. Lytle Leader-News - Wow! This is an excellent piece. 
The layout pops and clearly sets it apart, while the content 
was relevant information for any newcomer to Lytle and 
maybe event for those already there. Excellent ad enterprise 
and use of color. Good work!
3. Rockdale Reporter - This was a very creative special. 
I loved the originality of “seven wonders.”
4. Goldthwaite Eagle - Impressive piece. Likely very 
popular with readers. Too-long feature stories hurt overall 
piece, but layout and use of color was functional and eye-ap-
pealing. The rattlesnake story and photo were a bit unsettling. 
Good work!

Weekly B

1. Aransas Pass Progress - Outstanding effort here and 
likely well-used guide to Aransas Pass. Excellent layout, use 
of color and ad enterprise make this one a top pick. Good 
work!
2. Meridian Tribune - This is one of the best football 
previews I’ve seen. Good composition of the group photos 
and use of color make this section pop. Nice layout certainly 
didn’t over-burden the reader with content, but an excellent 
piece and likely very popular with readers.

3. Glen Rose Reporter - Lots of useful information 
here, well packaged for the end consumer. Very colorful and 
with good ad enterprise, this section was likely a winner with 
readers. Good work!
4. Farmersville Times - Outstanding!!

Weekly C

1. Chandler & Brownsboro Statesman - Great 
design and content. Eye-catching cover. Well done!
2. Clarendon Enterprise - Creative and interesting 
idea! Well executed, too. Terrific job.
3. Cooper Review - Nice layout and design!
4. Eldorado Success - Unique graduate section!

Blue Moon Special Section

Daily 

1. Corpus Christi Caller-Times - The most striking 
impression of this special pub is the depth of the informa-
tion it provides to those who want to be informed voters. The 
packaging of the information is also varied and helps make 
the information accessible. Great public service.
2. Athens Daily Review - The introduction really set 
the tone for this special pub. The presentation also made the 
publication easy to read and interesting. Kudos for this unique 
approach to “sports” coverage.
3. Nacogdoches Daily Sentinel - This publication re-
ally pulls out the hidden gems of these communities focused 
on. The way in which the information was presented made 
it interesting and enjoyable to read. The photos also sold the 
stories.
4. Victoria Advocate - Good in-depth reporting on a 
breaking-news tragedy. Nice job of finding significant smaller 
slices of the story to pull out and really focus on.

Continued on pAGE 26
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Division 2 
Dailies 7,000 to 99,999

1. Victoria Advocate - Knockout pages and local analy-
sis. Superb illustrations. 
2. Odessa American - These folks know how to play 
news. 
3. Nacogdoches Daily Sentinel - Great community 
coverage and layout. Wonderful special sections. 
4. Corpus Christi Caller-Times - Excellent use of 
graphics and big pics to help tell the story. Super attractive 
work. Really good entries throughout.

Division 3 
Dailies Less Than 7,000

1. Corsicana Daily Sun - Good layout and treatment of 
hard and community news that is useful to the reader. The sex 
offender story and illustrations were wonderful. 
2. Greenville, Herald-Banner - Lots of hard local 
news.
3. Del Rio News-Herald - Lots of variety and lively 
pages.
4. Brownwood Bulletin - Lots of solic community news 
and information important to readers. Lively layout, but a bit 
busy.

Division 4
Semiweeklies 4,001 or More

1. Granbury, Hood County News - Great layout and 
a dynamite news day with a soldier’s death and the murder 
suspect’s tape, including jumps and supplemental information 
on both. 
2. Decatur, Wise County Messenger - Superb elec-
tion coverage and engaging layout. Lots of local faces and 
reaction. 
3. Beeville Bee-Picayune - Skate park opens - dedicated 
front page to big event. Wonderful layout and community in-
volvement, as evidenced by someone taking the time to write 
about Jesus on a tortilla and treating it with dignity.
4. Marble Falls, Highlander - Great coverage or tragic 
new and overall wonderful community service and involv-
ment. All the entries show a great dedication to servnig their 
communities. It was a close decision.

Division 5 
Semiweeklies Less Than 4,000

1. El Campo Leader-News - Good complete newspa-
per coverage, all aspects.
2. Gonzales Inquirer - Consistent coverage including all 
areas of reader interest. 

3. Copperas Cove Leader-Press - Interesting, enjoy-
able, consistent coverage of all aspects of community news.
4. Alice Echo-News Journal - Consistent, nice layout.

Division 6 
Large Weeklies

1. Dallas, Park Cities People - Wow. Excellent 
product(s). Striking layout/design. Good writing and wide 
range of coverage.  
2. Port Aransas South Jetty - Outstanding coverage of 
community issues. Excellent writing. Fantastic photos - really 
sets it apart! Such a close second. Recommend a little more 
white space. Great work! 
3. Pleasanton Express - Good layout and coverage. 
Nicely done!
4. Rockdale Reporter - Great range of coverage. Good 
reporting on community issues here. Looking for a little more 
white space, stronger visuals and packaging of content.

Division 7 
Medium-Large Weeklies

1. Kyle/Buda, Hays Free Press - Clean crisp layout, 
focusing on all aspects of community and news.
2. Mineola Monitor - Complete coverage of community.

 G eneralExcellence
DIVISIo N 2, 1ST pLACE DIVISIo N 3, 1ST pLACE DIVISIo N 4, 1ST pLACE DIVISIo N 5, 1ST pLACE
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3. Columbus, Colorado County Citizen - General 
Excellent entries. Good variety of community coverage.
4. Pearsall, Frio-Nueces Current - Well-placed cov-
erage and pictures, with general variety. 

Division 8 
Medium Weeklies

1. Meridian Tribune - Packaged well, colorful. Good 
use of fonts and photos. Ranks higher among contenders. 
2. Lakeway, Lake Travis View - No comment.
3. Aledo, Community News - No comment.
4. Sealy News - Second submission better than first. A lot 
of news, which is nice to see. Packaging of first could have 
been better. Too long headlines and didn’t care for so many 
italicized fonts. 

Division 9 
Small-Medium Weeklies

1. Sachse News - No comment.
2. Albany News - No comment.  
3. Whitehouse, Tri County Leader - No comments. 
4. Austin, Westlake Picayune - Love how the photos 
lead reader in and make him or her want to read the rest of the 
paper. Still not a fan of front-page ads.

Division 10 
Small Weeklies

1. Red Oak Record - No comment.
2. Big Lake Wildcat - No comment. 
3. Ozona Stockman - No comment. 
4. Timpson & Tenaha News - A fourth place was hard 
to award, but this paper’s second entry helped it stand out 
among others. Besides, Fourth of July fireworks are always 
fun. It made me want to take a second look and turn the page.  
 

 G eneralExcellence
DIVISIo N 6, 1ST pLACE DIVISIo N 7, 1ST pLACE DIVISIo N 8, 1ST pLACE DIVISIo N 9, 1ST pLACE

DIVISIo N 10, 1ST pLACE



   6                                                                                                                 2013 TEXAS BETTEr N Ew SpApEr Co NTEST                                                                               w INNEr S’ CIr CLE

 N ewsWriting
Division 2 
Dailies 7,000 to 99,999

1. Lufkin Daily News - No comment.   
2. Odessa American - No comment. 
3. Nacogdoches Daily Sentinel - No comment. 
4. Corpus Christi Caller-Times - No comment. 

Division 3 
Dailies Less Than 7,000

1. Pampa News - No comment.
2. Brownwood Bulletin - No comment. 
3. Taylor Daily Press - No comment. 
4. Henderson Daily News - No comment.   
 
Division 4
Semiweeklies 4,001 or More

1. Decatur, Wise County Messenger - Tragedy 
by the tracks/Suspect hangs self in jail cell: The train death 
package was exceptional; a textbook example of what a 
good local paper can do better than any other news source. 
Superb reporting and writing. The top story in the category, 
hands-down.
2. Marble Falls, Highlander - Area GOP Primaries 
contentious/Furor Over Regulation: Primary story was full 
of excellent information and good quotes, though it was hard 
to get through the volume - could have been cut into chunks 
with subheads. Regulation story had great voices and gave a 
good feel for the atmosphere surrounding the issue.
3. La Grange, Fayette County Record - Judge 
Gives Life in Assault Case/Endangered Species (Post Office 
story): Good coverage of events important to the communi-
ties the paper serves. 
4. Granbury, Hood County News - Sheriff: Under-
age drinking fatality case likely to bring multiple charges/
Above the law? Woman with ties to justice system freed 
minutes after DWI booking: Good, broad reportage on the 
case of the quick DUI release. 

Division 5 
Semiweeklies Less Than 4,000

1. Gonzales Inquirer - Bus crash/Rude awakening: 
Excellently done both stories.
2. Wharton Journal-Spectator - Those darn crick-
ets/Deputy kills burglary suspect: Loved the cricket story. 
Shooting story concise, informative, to the point.
3. Perryton Herald - Toys for Tots burglar guilty/Fire 
burns half block, destroys three trailers: Great Toys for Tots 
story
4. Center, Light & Champion - 3.7, 4.3 earth-
quakes strike Shelby County/Center’s prayer to continue 
at Roughrider Stadium: Great information on earthquakes, 
style was also great.

Division 6 
Large Weeklies

1. Cleveland Advocate - Army family returns to 
Cleveland to survey damage of ransacked home/Search for 
missing boy ends in tragedy: Squatters: Reporter got great 
quotes that really conveyed the impact on the family. Very 
evocative. Missing child: Again, the extent of the tragedy 
was conveyed with compassion, while also giving readers a 
thorough account of the search effort put forth.
2. Houston, Jewish Herald-Voice - OBSERVE & 
LEARN: Beren basketball gets chance to play, goes out on 
a Chai/Hate helps fund hope: Anti-Semitic message leads 
to outpouring of support for museum preservation project: 
Well-reported and well-written stories that directly address 
the community the JHV serves. The basketball story was a 
much more personal account than anything seen during the 
national coverage of that situation, and the piece on the Ho-
locaust museum was a great piece of hyper-local journalism.
3. Rusk, Cherokeean Herald - No comment. 
4. Fredericksburg Standard-Radio Post - No 
comment. 

Division 7 
Medium-Large Weeklies

1. Kyle/Buda, Hays Free Press - In the black, Mon-
arch means to stay in Kyle/RV park in danger: Excellent 
reporting. Watch out for phrases like “tensions were high,” 
“emotions were strong,” and “with tears in their eyes.” 
Otherwise, terrific work - good research on critical issues in 
the community.
2. Marfa, Big Bend Sentinel - Checkpoint to the 
stars’ snares another celebrity/School officials told Border 
Patrol does inspect buses: Nice work! Got right to the point. 
Interesting subjects, too. Good reads.
3. Cuero Record - Downtown/Pointing to the future: 
Really good writing about local enterprise and community 
development. The stories were informative, easy to follow 
and interesting to read.  
4. Pearsall, Frio-Nueces Current - Deluge/African 
Safari: Good reporting on important/timely issues.

Division 8 
Medium Weeklies

1. Pilot Point Post-Signal - District targets Square; 
Council eyes aerial attack on West Nile: Great, in-depth 
reporting. Solid writing throughout, particularly on the West 
Nile piece. In the District Targets Square piece, the intrica-
cies of tax evaluation are made accessible - no easy task.
2. Iowa Park Leader - Owen Suspended/Town feels 
loss: Fine reporting, particularly in the Owen piece. Nice 
work presenting different sides of an interesting issue - per-
sonal politics vs. professional responsibility. 
3. Bandera Bulletin - Bandera Brand battles bad rep/
County attorney accused of official misconduct: Good 
reporting on both pieces, but particularly in County Attorney 
piece. Fascinating story.

4. Liberty, Vindicator - Rededication of War Memo-
rial/Have you ever been poor: Great look at an important 
issue from a unique angle (“Poor”). First-person perspective 
works well. 

Division 9 
Small-Medium Weeklies

1. Winnie, Hometown Press - DA calls for sheriff’s 
resignation/7-Eleven Co. to purchase Speedy Stops in Win-
nie: Great stories and good writing.
2. Jasper Newsboy - Safety/Over and Out: Loved the 
story about the officer. This is the kind of news everyone is 
reading and they’re staying with the article to the end! 
3. Hico News Review - Gunshot claims life of Hico 
teen/Hico hits another snag in forming police force: Good 
writing. Clear and concise. 
4. Ferris, Ellis County Press - Magnablend move 
angers/Missing child: The only criticism I have is that I was 
anxious to know if the missing kid was OK. Otherwise, great 
writing and excellent stories.   

Division 10 
Small Weeklies

1. Big Lake Wildcat - Big Lake torn by loss/No plan 
‘B’: Great story, concise lede, excellent narrative.
2. Clarendon Enterprise - Edes faces charges/Claren-
don Aldermen Terminate Little: Great subject and the writer 
brought the reader in touch immediately. 
3. Ozona Stockman - Friends, family remember Wade 
and Kyle/A county without a city: Wonderful use of journal-
ism.
4. Presidio International - Livermore fire enters top 
of Davis Mountains Resort/Dismay, economic concern greet 
USDA cattle inspection facility move: The descriptions made 
this more than a typical news story. Good job bringing the 
reader right to the location.  
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 F eatureWriting
Division 2 
Dailies 7,000 to 99,999

1. Corpus Christi Caller-Times - Premont/He 
knows the drill: I loved the story about Premont! Hands 
down, one of my favorite stories I’ve read. Great title, great 
use of quotes, outstanding story!
2. Denton Record-Chronicle - Making progress/
Through space and time: Through space and time - loved it! 
Great writing, great experience! 
3. Paris News - Fords celebrate 83 years of marriage/
Home for heroes: Story makes you feel like you’d been 
there in the beginning. Enjoyed it.
4. Lubbock Avalanche-Journal - No comment. 

Division 3 
Dailies Less Than 7,000

1. Del Rio News-Herald - Firefighters wear pink/Mas-
tering a challenge: Great stories with multiple sources and 
ledes that draw the reader in.
2. Taylor Daily Press - A Town’s Treasure/Lights, 
camera, coffin: Rich detail in both stories, although the first 
story on the fire truck would have benefited from a second 
source - such as a resident or historian.
3. Athens Daily Review - It’s easy to see her as an 
angel/Preparing for the Extreme Mustang Makeover: 
Both stories kept the reader interested from beginning to 
end.
4. Corsicana Daily Sun - Taking it off/I found a home 
here: It was a close competition among the top winners.
   
Division 4
Semiweeklies 4,001 or More

1. La Grange, Fayette County Record - Homer’s 
Epic/Night on the River: Loved the personal touch in 
Homer’s Epic and the creative style of the Night. 
2. Decatur, Wise County Messenger - Life minus 
one/Rose in bloom: Great stories, could tell a lot of work 
went into them.
3. Beeville Bee-Picayune - Have you ever tasted a 
memory/The long day of an Eagle Ford trucker: Both stories 
kept me very engaged, the memory story a bit more than the 
other. Both were great.
4. Granbury, Hood County News - Whittle me 
this; Derby queen: I don’t just love the stories, but the 
layout, especially of the Derby Queen story. Very creative 
and catching. Great stories. So many to choose from, it was 
tough to rank.

Division 5 
Semiweeklies Less Than 4,000

1. Kilgore News Herald - Murder’s Mark/Disappear-
ing Legacy: Kept reader interested throughout both stories. 
Multiple sources and great ledes.
2. El Campo Leader-News - Toy Box Surprise/Be-

loved Butcher: Great read with multiple sources, interesting 
ledes and good pictures.
3. Wharton Journal-Spectator - 100 & Sharp as a 
Tact/Making the most out of life: Stories that kept the reader 
involved. The second story needed additional resources.
4. Graham Leader - No comment. 

Division 6 
Large Weeklies

1. Port Aransas South Jetty - Lancaster/Ring: The 
ring story is a great mystery. It didn’t start off as strong as 
it could have, but it did a good job of holding the reader’s 
interest. the Lancaster article allows the people in the story 
to carry it. Well done.
2. Dallas, Park Cities People - Belles and Blue Sox: 
The Blue Sox was the stronger of the two entries, particular-
ly with its wide range of sources. The Belles was confusing 
in places as to whether the quotes were from interviews or 
the film.
3. Houston, Jewish Herald-Voice - TSU kicker 
returns to field for senior year after mother’s death, leg in-
jury/Thirteen hours of adrenaline: The kicker article was the 
best of all the entries in this category, but the runner held it 
back. The kicker kept the reader engaged by tying the article 
around the last-second kick. Very enjoyable. The runner was 
a one-source article. It needed another voice. 
4. Pleasanton Express - Remembering Reba/Reunion 
for Anguiano: The reunion article was powerful as the 
veterans told of their experiences in Vietnam. Although the 
reader gets a complete and well-presented picture of Reba, 
the article needed more about her cancer and how she and 
her family coped with it.  

Division 7 
Medium-Large Weeklies

1. Pearsall, Frio-Nueces Current - Meat on the 
Old Bones/Bringing the World to Dilley: Interesting and 
well-written features with eye-catching design. Nice use of 
typography and pull quotes.
2. Cuero Record - A heart of valor/Cuero man faces 
cancer: Well-structured human-interest stories. Both really 
engage the reader. 
3. Columbus, Colorado County Citizen - Liv-
ing to give in Sheridan/Family tragedy leads to Ministry of 
Hope: Nice ledes and use of quotes in both features. Love 
the main photo for the Living to give story.
4. Navasota Examiner - Lovebirds Christmas/Light 
shines through darkness: Good human-interest pieces. Great 
pairing of headline and main photo on Korpita story.

Division 8 
Medium Weeklies

1. Aledo, Community News - Hope for Vivianna/
Aiden’s Journey: Ledes grab the reader. Good writing 
throughout, and multiple voices within the story set this 
entry above. 
2. Sealy News - RAP starts scholarship in Frank Vecera’s 

honor/Honoring the Fallen: Subjects spoke to reader in a 
human level. Good writing and use of quotes.
3. Dublin Citizen - Life Changing Event Could Lead 
to Olympic Gold/Cain carries compassion and legacy into 
courtroom: Characters came to life through writer’s eye.
4. Pittsburg Gazette - No comment.

Division 9 
Small-Medium Weeklies

1. Princeton Herald - Living with Autism/Popping a 
top: Compelling subject matters supported by solid writing 
and good ledes. Strong artwork and headlines.
2. Farmersville Times - Passion of science and learn-
ing/How sweet it is: Interesting, well-written stories. Nice 
presentation with strong artwork and headlines.
3. Whitehouse, Tri County Leader - Shattered 
Dreams/Luke the Dog: Nice package on Shattered Dreams. 
Solid writing, artwork and headlines.
4. Cooper Review - Main Street America/9/11 Tribute: 
Eye-catching package on Main Street story and headline on 
9/11 piece. Stories are well-written with good use of quotes 
to draw in the reader. 

Division 10 
Small Weeklies

1. Liberty Hill Independent - One Child’s Love/
Thanksgiving Table: The flow of the first story was very 
good and it was a great topic. After reading it, I felt like I 
actually know that little girl. There are also plenty of quotes. 
That was a great idea for Thanksgiving. It was creative. 
What a good way for readers to connect with your writ-
ers and editors! Both features had minimal editing errors, 
too. 
2. Big Lake Wildcat - How to start a horse/Laz matazz: 
The use of quotes in the first horse trainer story is excel-
lent. I like that the sports feature was short and easy to read. 
As someone who doesn’t really know much about sports, I 
thought it did a very good job of keeping my interest.
3. Presidio International - Aviator makes local his-
tory/Area resident’s eyewitness account: Great topic for the 
aviator story and it was well written. On the UFO story, I 
would have put the eyewitness account higher up and fo-
cused less on the event’s organizers. Both features had good 
leads that caught my attention and pulled me in. 
4. Post Dispatch - Power of Prayer/The Road Less 
Traveled: The descriptive quote from the coach was placed 
just right, but the event should have been mentioned sooner 
and there was some repetition in the story. The second story 
was good. Both features would have been better with closer 
attention to editing though.
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Hey SOLD 
sisters
See a bat?

It’s no time to play catch

Many talked the talk,
few willing to guard the walk

 Now Serving
Burglary-shooting story

full of holes

Garbage out, taxes in:  
Council renews contracts

Police pursue pilfered plastic people

City on the outs with two inns

Public works plans to lend  
a hand with limb disposal

Partisan my
expression 

Rec’d center?

Czech your heritage

 H eadlineWriting
DIVISIo N 2, 1ST pLACE DIVISIo N 3, 1ST pLACE DIVISIo N 4, 1ST pLACE

DIVISIo N 5, 1ST pLACE

Division 2 
Dailies 7,000 to 99,999

1. Clute, Facts - Many talked the talk, few willing to 
guard the walk/Hey Sold sisters, See a bat?/No time to play 
catch: Headlines were clever without trying too hard. They 
managed to tell the reader what the story was about without 
going overboard. Well done!
2. Lubbock Avalanche-Journal - You say you want 
a resolution/Man fee-deep in politics/Extra helping: Really 
good wordplay here. Fee-deep in politics was very original. 
3. Kerrville Daily Times - Unmarked/Giant lizard 
captured/Voters asked to confirm they’re alive: Good use of 
wordplay, especially with voter and tattoo stories.
4. Odessa American - Dark side of the boom/Water rate 
anger bubbles up/Get smart: Dark Side of the Boom really 
captured the story and gave the reader a great mental image 
of what it was going to be about.

Division 3 
Dailies Less Than 7,000

1. Taylor Daily Press - Czech your heritage/Partisan 
my expression/Rec’d center?: Rec’d Center among the best 
headlines I saw. Clever, to the point, evocative.
2. Athens Daily Review - Urine trouble/Hurricanes 
a subject that just blows me away/More than words: Urine 
Trouble was worth a laugh. 

3. Borger News-Herald - No comment.
4. No 4th place awarded.

Division 4
Semiweeklies 4,001 or More

1. Decatur, Wise County Messenger - No comment. 
2. Boerne Star - No comment. 
3. Granbury, Hood County News - No comment. 
4. Beeville Bee-Picayune - No comment. 

Division 5 
Semiweeklies Less Than 4,000

1. Kilgore News Herald - City on the outs with two 
inns/Public works plans to lend a hand with limb disposal/Po-
lice pursue pilfered plastic people: Clear winner with inviting 
headlines that related well to the stories.
2. Wharton Journal-Spectator - Putting a steak in 
Wharton/Getting kids booked on learning/Drumming up stu-
dents: Strong entry that illustrated a skill at turning a phrase. 
3. Kingsville Record & Bishop News - Streaker 
books it outside public library/Cities cashed in on 8-liners/
Police investigating murder most ‘fowl’: Nice use of verb play 
to draw the readers in.
4. Mexia News - No comment.

Division 6 
Large Weeklies

1. Port Aransas South Jetty - Foul weather/Here’s the 
dirt/Dope floats: Great job! Headlines were not only creative, 
but encouraged reader to jump into the story.
2. Houston, Jewish Herald-Voice - No comment.
3. Floresville, Wilson County News - No comment.
4. Dallas, Park Cities People - No comment.
 
Division 7 
Medium-Large Weeklies

1. Karnes Countywide - No comment. 
2. Three Rivers, Progress - No comment.
3. Kyle/Buda, Hays Free Press - No comment.
4. Lytle, Leader News - Straight/Little Yellow Flag/Oh, 
SNAP: Tough competition! Especially among top five or six 
entries. Very good job all around.

Division 8 
Medium Weeklies

1. Castroville News Bulletin - No comment.
2. Lakeway, Lake Travis View - No comment. 
3. Aransas Pass Progress - No comment. 
4. Pittsburg Gazette - No comment.  
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Dope floats

Foul weather fails  

to foil fowl festival

Here’S t He Dirt

Forward to the past

Un¢harted 
water$

Trash cams

  H eadlineWriting
DIVISIo N 6, 1ST pLACE DIVISIo N 7, 1ST pLACE

Division 9 
Small-Medium Weeklies

1. Princeton Herald - Druggies get bagged/Love makes 
cents/Scouts help grow sprouts: Your headlines were very 
clear as to what the stories were about. They grabbed my 
attention and made me want to read the articles. The writers 
were clever, creative and original in the use of rhyme and a 
homonym. Druggies get bagged was a great play on words 
too.
2. Farmersville Times - Resident seeks to share secret 
shores/How sweet it is/A phairly fun time with physics: Your 
headlines were attention grabbing, but the how sweet it is 
and phairly headlines were less clear. I had to do a double-
take on those to see how they fit the articles/photos.
3. Albany News - Swatting back/Let there be light/Car 
show: Your headlines were clear and clever but didn’t do 
quite as much to grab my attention as some other entries did.
4. Hico News Review - A Rhino stone Cowboy/City 
retaking law into their own hands/Marshal Plan City creates 
town Marshal Position: I really liked your cowboy and city 
retaking headlines but still don’t understand the marshal 
headline. It was unclear. It didn’t make sense to me even 
after reading the first few graphs of the story.

Division 10 
Small Weeklies

1. Big Lake Wildcat - How to start a horse/Commission-
ers slam door on Jail/Laz matazz: All of the headlines were 
clever, creative and original. The play on words in all of them 
was good. The how to start a horse could have been clearer as 
to what the article was about. I would have added a subhead.
2. Eldorado Success - Water Wars/Slow Dancing/Slip 
Sliding Away: I liked the slip sliding away. It was creative and 
caught my eye. By itself, it wouldn’t have made much sense. 
But it was great with the subhead. Good job with that. The 
other two were OK because they were clear and fit the stories. 
But they are not as creative as the slip sliding away.
3. Muleshoe Journal - Freedom Of Scent Raises A 
Stench/MISD School Board Complains About Poaching/Mu-
lepedia Comes To Muleshoe: The phonetic headlines didn’t 
quite fit the articles as well as they could have, but they were 
creative. I didn’t understand the editor’s note on the poach-
ing or why there are quotations. Was it a quote on the jump? 
Mulpedia puzzled me a little too. But I liked the freedom of 
scent headline.
4. Clarendon Enterprise - Git ‘er done/Signs of 
the End Times/Comptroller giveth: The Git ‘er done is too 
random. It doesn’t really fit the article and it’s not the main 
headline. The main headline is OK, but it doesn’t stand out. 
It’s just an ordinary headline. The same goes for the comptrol-
ler headline. But I really like the phonetic nature of the signs 
headline. That was clever, clear and the main headline.

 It’s a big Dam deal:
local landmark turns 100

Council gnashes teeth over 
Lions Park irrigation
Bird is not the word as  

Panthers race past Cardinals

Love makes cents   Scouts help grow sprouts

Druggies get bagged

DIVISIo N 9, 1ST pLACE

Commissioners 
slam door on Jail

 

LAZ matazz

How to start 
a horse

DIVISIo N 10, 1ST pLACE

DIVISIo N 8, 1ST pLACE
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CLo Ckw ISE Fro M LEFT

FEATUr E pho To, DIVISIo N 2, 1ST pLACE
ALBEr T CESAr E, o DESSA AMEr ICAN
A photo taken by the Odessa American’s Albert Cesare has gone global. In addition 
to being picked up by National Geographic, websites and news outlets in Washington, 
Boston, England, Los Angeles, Dallas, Seattle, Oakland, Denver and Phoenix also fea-
tured the colorful eclipse shot from Sunday’s night’s annular eclipse.
Cesare snapped the popular pic with a EOS5D Mark II camera near FM 1936 and 
Highway 158.
Sunday’s annular eclipse was the first of its kind since May 10, 1994.
Folks all over the world took photos of the eclipse. This shot certainly puts the West 
Texas landscape in a good light.
As of press time Monday, this photo and several others by Cesare and photo editor 
Mark Sterkel had been shared 761 times total, liked 1,033 times on Facebook and had 
more than 127 comments.

FEATUr E pho To , DIVISIo N 4, 1ST pLACE
Jo E DUTY, w ISE Co UNTY MESSENGEr
SHINING AT SONFLOWER - More than 150 campers attended the 14th annual Son-
flower Camp for Kids with Disabilties this week in Decatur. Above, campers watch in 
wonder as a bubble blown by the Bubble Lady, Linda Berman, floats in the breeze.

FEATUr E pho To , DIVISIo N 3, 1ST pLACE
AMANDA LEIJA, Brow Nwoo D BULLETIN
Tim Jackson, techinican at House of Wheels, takes a moment before jumping through 
the wall of fire.

 F eaturePhotos
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 N ewsPhotos

CLo Ckw ISE

FEATUr E pho To, DIVISIo N 3, 1ST pLACE
FELICIA Fr AzAr, SEGUIN GAzETTE
Firefighters try to douse the fireball that engulfed a 
commercial pressure washing van in the parking lot 
of GVEC’s Western Operations Center on Saturday 
morning. Officials said a mechanical backfire caused 
the van to erupt into flames.

FEATUr E pho To , DIVISIo N 9, 1ST pLACE
DAVID Gro TE, SAChSE NEw S
Chris Coverson tears up as he hugs his mother fol-
lowing Saturday’s Sachse High School graduation.

FEATUr E pho To , DIVISIo N 4, 1ST pLACE
MAr Y VINSo N, hoo D Co UNTY NEw S
A NEW DO FOR DIEGO - Diego Gamez will be en-
tering the second grade at Nettie Baccus Elementary 
with a real cool haircut. Stylist and Acton Elementary 
employee Tara Neasbitt volunteered her talents at 
the Operation School Supplies Resource Fair on 
Thursday, distribution day.
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  S  portsPhotos
Division 2 
Dailies 7,000 to 99,999

1. Corpus Christi Caller-Times - Sailor Trevor 
Moore darts across the boat/South Africa’s Oscar Pistorius 
runs down the final stretch - I see why they wanted you at 
the Olympics. The sailing shot was well-framed and beauti-
ful.
2. Clute, Facts - Superbowl/Swim invitational: The 
Superbowl shot belies the age for the emotion. That is one 
of the best swimming photos I have ever seen. I smelled the 
chlorine.
3. Victoria Advocate - Stinging Loss/Two photos, 2,000 
words: You showed sting and you showed passionate rivalry.
4. Denton Record-Chronicle - Windwalkers/Sweet 
16: The basketball photo was great action in triplicate and 
shows how difficult it is to officiate the game.

Division 3 
Dailies Less Than 7,000

1. Athens Daily Review - Smash and grab/Out of 
reach: Loved the jersey grab. Good job of capturing action 
and inplied action.
2. Greenville, Herald-Banner - Local athletes find 
going tough at state meet/BLOCKED: Nice shot of goal-
keeper making the save. The girl on the ground elevates the 
track photo from just an average finish-line shot. 
3. Pampa News - Dalhart dominates/Lady Harvesters 
spike Perryton: I counted 13 players in the football scrum 
shot. Not easy to do. No ball but nice shot nevertheless.
4. Seguin Gazette-Enterprise - In good hands/Se-
guin baseball: Facial expressions on basic action shots were 
nice. 

Division 4
Semiweeklies 4,001 or More

1. Decatur, Wise County Messenger - Close Call/
Setting the Pace: Solid photos. Both entries captured the es-
sence of the events and the emotion. Very nice work.
2. La Grange, Fayette County Record - Volley-
ball/Rodeo: Jube art was fantastic and really captured the 
moment. Loved the rodeo art, but would liked to have seen 
the bareback photo used larger. Great job! 
3. Granbury, Hood County News - Battle in the 
air/Rough night for the Pirates: We’ve seen this football 
photo hundreds of times. Pretty basic. Same with the jube 
shot. I liked the soccer art much better. That was your 
money shot in this entry.
4. Beeville Bee-Picayune - Trojan wrestlers/Soccer: 
This was a pretty plain, and simple wrestling photo used 
enormous. If you’re going to use art this large, it better be a 
great photo. Soccer art was much stronger. 

Division 5 
Semiweeklies Less Than 4,000

1. Copperas Cove Leader-Press - Copperas Cove 
D-Backs/University of Mary Hardin-Baylor quarterback: 
T-Ball photos are a nice touch. I’m guessing parents loved 
that. Lede photo on 7A was solid. Overall nice job. Kuddos 
to the photographer.
2. Alice Echo-News Journal - Redemption/Hoops: 
The lede photo of the coach getting a water bath was superb, 
but the photo on the basketball preview was average at best. 
3. Round Rock Leader - 3-Way tie for first/RRCA 
Champions: This is a very nice paper, but the art did not 
match the standard of the overall content. Volleyball jube 
shot was the best you had.
4. Mexia News - Lady Cats beat Waco/Blackcats fall in 
playoff match: Although the photos were all b/w, they were 
strong entries. They showed lots of emotion. Really liked 
the basketball photo from 12/13 issue. Nice job!

Division 6 
Large Weeklies

1. Wylie News - Starting out even/Pest Control: Nice 
peak action and compositions.
2. Azle News - Just out of reach/Hold your horses: Nice 
peak action and composition. The only draw back was not 
having the ball in the fame with the soccer.
3. Kerrville, Hill Country Community Journal 
- Play-off Bound/Rainy night in Schertz: Nice action and 
composition but the rain shot was more of jut the fact of the 
photos being in the rain and I would have liked to have seen 
stronger action photos.
4. Belton Journal - Playoff Push/On to the next one: 
Needs to work on peak action but over all were nice photos.

Division 7 
Medium-Large Weeklies

1. Fairfield, Freestone County Times - Speedy 
Recovery/Chamber vs. Rotary: Interesting compositional 
entries that go beyond a typical sports photo. Great play of 
the baseball slide photo.
2. Mineola Monitor - Believe/Contact sports: Nice 
play of the “We Believe” shot. Great shots of the competi-
tors’ facial expressions.
3. Navasota Examiner - Air mail/Hats off: Nice ex-
pressions and actions in “Air Mail.” Good play of some nice 
photos.
4. Clifton Record - Pole Vault/Baseball Batter: Good 
play of nice photos.

Division 8 
Medium Weeklies

1. Bandera Bulletin - Out of the Park!/Ride ‘em Cow-
boy: Interesting off-the-field softball shot. Nice rodeo pic. 
Great shot of facial expression.
2. Lakeway, Lake Travis View - McIntyre makes 
moment count/Cavs-Chaps: Nice action shots. Good play of 
interesting shots.
3. Elgin Courier - Touchdown/ Te’rel Simmons in for 
another touchdown: Excellent sharpness and clarity. Great 
play on the page.
4. Iowa Park Leader - Volleyball/Football: Good play 
of interesting shots. 

Division 9 
Small-Medium Weeklies

1. Farmersville Times - Football/Baseball: Well-
framed, captured nice expressions. Nicely played.
2. Sachse News - Longhorns lassoed, Recovery mode: 
Love the catcher shot. Crisp action. Football shot nicely 
framed. 
3. Princeton Herald - Panthers return 12 for 2012 
campaign/All wrapped up: Soccer shot nicely framed. Well-
played.
4. Albany News - State hurdler/Football defense: Inter-
esting shots, nicely played.

Division 10 
Small Weeklies

1. Murphy Monitor - Seizing the moment/Staying 
afloat: Excellent play of nice action shots. Both are well 
framed and make me feel as though I were there.
2. Liberty Hill Independent - Lady Panthers sweep 
Columbia/Powered by defense: Nice action; excellent sharp-
ness. Caught great facial expression on the basketball shot.
3. Red Oak Record - On a Pick Off Throw/Hawks & 
Tigers Round 2: Great action shots. Unusual baseball shot.
4. Ozona Stockman - Lions break Braves/BI-
DISTRICT CHAMPS: Good play. Well framed. Could be 
sharper.
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  S  portsPhotos

CLo Ckw ISE

FEATUr E pho To, DIVISIo N 2, 1ST pLACE
MIChAEL zAMor A, Corp US Chr ISTI CALLEr- TIMES
Sailor Trevor Moore darts across the boat to bring down their U.S. flag spinnaker as the British team closes in Monday as they compete in their sec-
ond run of the day at the 2012 Olympic sailing event in Weymouth, England. Moore and his teammate, Erik Storck, are in seventh place overall with 
more races to come.

FEATUr E pho To , DIVISIo N 6, 1ST pLACE
oLADI po Awow ALE, w YLIE NEw S
Wylie East’s Emily Hartegan (41) scrambles for a loose ball during Friday’s 56-48 loss at Wylie. Standing over her is Lady Pirate Colby Davis. East 
and Wylie are each 1-1 in District 13-4A after the first week of play.

FEATUr E pho To , DIVISIo N 8, 1ST pLACE
JESSICA hAw LEY-JEro ME, ThE BANDEr A BULLETIN
Taylor Broussard, of Estherwood, tries to beat the high score of 87 for the best time during the PRCA CCRA Memorial Day Rodeo, held May
25-27 at Mansfield Park in Bandera.
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  C   olumnWriting
Division 2 
Dailies 7,000 to 99,999

1. Clute, Facts - Clear, coherent opinion writing, with a 
proper dose of human interest. I would read this columnist 
every time out.
2. Nacogdoches Daily Sentinel - Opinion writing 
should have ... opinions! No shortage here. Directly said, 
too. 
3. Corpus Christi Caller-Times - A pleasure to read. 
4. Galveston County Daily News - A model of 
clarity. Small-town Texas readers well served by the many 
competitive entries in this category.

Division 3 
Dailies Less Than 7,000

1. Athens Daily Review - Column about anniversary 
of murder of two deputies was the best in this category. Sad, 
poignant and compelling. 
2. Vernon Daily Record - Stuck in quicksand! A col-
umn with an Everyman appeal.
3. Greenville, Herald-Banner - Easy to read, under-
stand, and enjoy.
4. Seguin Gazette-Enterprise - A cut above the usual 
family related columns.

Division 4
Semiweeklies 4,001 or More

1. Granbury, Hood County New - Both colum-
nists - both columns - thoughtful, readable. Both elevate the 
public discourse on issues of common concern.
2. Decatur, Wise County Messenger - A balance of 
the serious and the humorous. Well done for Wise County.
3. Beeville Bee-Picayune - Dimplomacy and compla-
cency: The Navajo column was especially well-written and 
well-thought.
4. Uvalde Leader-News - Columnists give readers a 
sense of place. A most competitive category. All columns, 
and columnists, working hard to capture the interests of their 
readers.

Division 5 
Semiweeklies Less Than 4,000

1. El Campo Leader-News - Superior work in a 

category very top-heavy with talent. Got to the reader in dif-
ferent ways on very different topics. Excellent.
2. Round Rock Leader - Touching, and all touching 
work not always so well written. Nice style, very readable.
3. Copperas Cove Leader-Press - Easy to read, at 
the same time enjoyable and entertaining. Says things I have 
said before I wish I had said as well.
4. Breckenridge American - Excellent work in a 
tough category. Nice style. Makes reader want more without 
waiting for the next column.

Division 6 
Large Weeklies

1. Fredericksburg Standard-Radio Post - Excel-
lent writer. Savvy style, nice humorous touch. Heartfelt.
2. Coppell, Citizens’ Advocate - Very, very nice 
work. Concise, touching, very personal. Very hard choice 
between 1st and 2nd.
3. Azle News - Funny, sharp wit, very readable. Enjoyed 
every word. Very good writer. 
4. Jackson County Herald-Tribune - Humorous. 
Felt as if I had been there. Excellent wordsmith. Would like 
to see more.

Division 7 
Medium-Large Weeklies

1. Pearsall, Frio-Nueces Current - Excellent entry. 
Has a great way of sharing with warmth and humor. Easily 
the best in group.
2. Goldthwaite Eagle - Funny, sweet, sharp wit. Very 
readable. Solid work.
3. Marfa, The Big Bend Sentinel - Very well done. 
Solid writing style. Some might say a little lengthy, but there 
were no wasted words.
4. Fairfield, Freestone County Times - Don’t have 
many writers like this around anymore. You had to be there 
to tell the story, and I enjoyed “hearing” what she had to say.

Division 8 
Medium Weeklies

1. Iowa Park Leader - Good flow, good humor, brings 
the reader in; real life.
2. Meridian Tribune - Good flow, good research, 
makes valid points.
3. Pilot Point Post-Signal - Strong write, hits home 

(no pun intended).
4. Glen Rose Reporter - Flows well, good use of 
everyday language.

Division 9 
Small-Medium Weeklies

1. Albany News - Down home storytelling; readers can 
relate - the blue boob story is a classic.
2. Hico News Review - The Mascot story moved this 
up over most of the rest of the competition; good flow, local-
ized. 
3. Smithville Times - Good way to drive home a point, 
without raising a stink. Good flow, makes a connection with 
the reader.
4. Austin, Westlake Picayune - Two different styles 
by two writers on topical topics. Good writing. Again a 
strong batch of contenders. A varied of styles, topics, and 
approaches.

Division 10 
Small Weeklies

1. Bullard Banner News - Topic hits home, thought 
provoking, solid writing, good flow.
2. Post Dispatch - Great sense of humor, strong head-
lines, good flow.
3. Eldorado Success - Everyday story lines, anyone can 
relate, flows well.
4. Clarendon Enterprise - Serious topic that the paper 
covered well and made their stance clear. Strong writing 
throughout, varied topics, great entries
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 E ditorials
Division 2 
Dailies 7,000 to 99,999

1. Lubbock Avalanche-Journal - No comment. 
2. Paris News - No comment. 
3. Odessa American - No comment
4. Galveston County Daily News - No comment.

Division 3 
Dailies Less Than 7,000

1. Vernon Daily Record - Excellent, thoughtful pre-
sentation.
2. Seguin Gazette-Enterprise - No comment.
3. Greenville, Herald-Banner - No comment. 
4. Del Rio News-Herald - No comment.   
 
Division 4
Semiweeklies 4,001 or More

1. Granbury, Hood County News - The editorial ar-
guing for nonpartisan local elections was excellent. It clearly 
stated reasons there is no advantage, and real disadvantage, 
for voters who have to make that choice. Well said.
2. Beeville Bee-Picayune - City manager editorial 
was clear-eyed and plain-spoken. Made strong, sensible 
arguments without being overbearing. Regretfully, the same 
file was submitted twice, so there wasn’t a second edito-
rial to judge.  Another of that caliber and the Bee-Picayune 
would’ve blown the competition away.
3. Uvalde Leader-News - The editorialist has a good 
voice. The issues are made clear and the reader is empow-
ered to make an informed decision.
4. Marble Falls, Highlander - Visa editorial: The 
writer lays it on a little thick, but in a way I found to be 
invigorating rather than overbearing. City plan editorial: A 
reasoned assessment of the reality of the situation. 

Division 5 
Semiweeklies Less Than 4,000

1. Burleson Star - A good example of editorializing that 
is both explanatory and persuasive. The writer did a good 
job of laying out the issue and its problems and giving solid 
reasons why the situation should change. And the fact the 
county judge ordered an end to the whispering speaks well 
of the newspaper’s editorial insights.
2. Gonzales Inquirer - The open-meetings editorial 
was exceptional. The one about the city’s decision to take 

ad business away from the paper was a bold move - and 
perhaps better suited for an editor’s or publisher’s letter - but 
still made good arguments.
3. Kilgore News Herald - The Merritt piece artfully 
wove together an endorsement with an editorial. It’s the 
kind of thing that really gives readers a big picture view of a 
candidate.
4. Round Rock Leader - No comment. 

Division 6 
Large Weeklies

1. Port Aransas South Jetty - Well written windstorm 
insurance editorial. It presents a compelling idea. How true 
on open meetings. Seems everyone has same problem with 
violations.
2. Rockdale Reporter - Good editorial on testing. 
Great editorial on the internet. Both were well written, con-
cise and the point. 
3. Houston, Jewish Herald-Voice - Both editorials 
are well thought out and made strong cases.
4. Fredericksburg Standard-Radio Post - Con-
cise and well written.

Division 7 
Medium-Large Weeklies

1. Kyle/Buda, Hays Free Press - Well said on the 
racism editorial. Strongly written and very much to the 
point. Hard hitting open meetings edit. Electronics have 
certainly made communications interesting.
2. Mount Vernon Optic-Herald - Both editorials 
did a good job of presenting the paper’s position. They were 
well written and impactful.
3. Pearsall, Frio-Nueces Current - Trying to get 
people to understand priorities can be tough. Enjoyed the 
story on Friday night lights. Interesting thoughts in the 
String column. Agreed with a lot of it. Both were well writ-
ten. 
4. Mineola Monitor - Can’t be a fence sitter in an edito-
rial. Tax revenue against convenience. Had a lot of things 
to think about. The editorial on the email was good and just 
goes to show how things stay forever on the Internet.

Division 8 
Medium Weeklies

1. Lakeway, Lake Travis View - Concise and well 
written editorial on taping meetings. Good thoughts about 

water use. Something we all need to think about.
2. Anson, Western Observer - Pretty powerful 
words. Nice job. Wish the conclusion had been stronger, i.e 
what are some options to improve the situation. Well said on 
caring for our veterans. Good job.
3. Daingerfield, Bee - Interesting and well written con-
cept on “occupy.”  Nice editorial on the messy roads, states 
the problem and offers a solution. 
4. Pilot Point Post-Signal - Transparency edit was a 
nice spin on the opening meetings. Low key approach, but 
effective. The times change edit was effectively written as 
well.  

Division 9 
Small-Medium Weeklies

1. Austin, Westlake Picayune - No comment. 
2. Albany News - No comment. 
3. Cooper Review - No comment. 
4. Springtown Epigraph - No comment.
* Note from judge: This was a tough competition to judge, 
because many I felt were more columns than editorials. 
Some column pieces I really enjoyed more than the editorial 
pieces, but feel they fell short as far as criteria that makes it 
an editorial piece.

Division 10 
Small Weeklies

1. Post Dispatch - It is good to see editorials that go 
beyond presenting problems and actually offer solutions. 
Well done. Too many editorials simply restate a news story 
or - even worse - turn into a rant. Both of these are what an 
editorial should be.
2. Clarendon Enterprise - It is important for newspa-
pers to take stands that they know will be unpopular. In addi-
tion to doing that, these editorials are reasoned, not preachy.
3. Muleshoe Journal - Good commentary in both edi-
torials. It is just too easy to take a stand against the Taliban 
shooting a 14-year-old girl. Something else local would have 
been nice.
4. Ozona Stockman - Good presentation of argument 
in STAAR editorial. Grammatical errors hurt both of these 
pieces. 
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Semiweekly

1. El Campo Leader-News - Outstanding layout and 
coverage! Tough competition, but well done!
2. La Grange, Fayette County Record - Enjoy-
able combination of visuals and text to recap the Lion Kings’ 
dream season. Great job of covering the highs and lows of this 
championship run.
3. Marble Falls, Highlander - The enormity of this 
collection of the history of Marble Falls alone is award wor-
thy. Surely many readers will keep this as a reference and to 
enjoy for years to come. Great service.
4. Kilgore News-Herald - Great commemorative issue!

Weekly A

1. Pearsall, Frio-Nueces Current - Excellent section. 
Very thorough stories, nice font variation, pull-out quotes, 
great use of photos. Excellent cover with attention-grabbing 
photo and specific indexes.
2. Pleasanton Express - I’d like to see the photos ac-
company the individual summaries of the Cowboys of the 
Year. And perhaps a little too much gray area throughout, but 
a very large, powerful section. It’s a keepsake for sure. 
3. Hearne, Robertson County News - Layout is a tad 
boring but I do like the question-and-answer format. County 
attorney story is continued with the same mug shots and not a 
clear jump tag. 
4. Rusk, Cherokeean Herald - Nice layout and photos 
but pretty thin. Maybe add a few pages with stories about the 
new principals and staff at the two new schools, and photos 
of the interior/exterior of the school itself with construction 
factoids. 

Weekly B

1. Chandler & Brownsboro Statesman - Extremely 
creative graphics on the cover. Very nice use of shadow, out-
line in fonts, and pull-out quotes and subheads. Good use of 
color (though I do wish some of those teachers wouldn’t look 
so angry - not the paper’s fault, though.)
2. Ingram, West Kerr Current - A lot of very good, 
relevant information. Would be a valuable resource for anyone 
just visiting Hunt, while still proving to be informative and 
entertaining for long-time residents. 
3. Liberty Hill Independent - Extremely nice cover 
shot and I love the concept of the grads’ photos as kids. How-
ever, I’d like to see these photos alphabetized, too. 
4. Olney Enterprise - Very good cover with the color/
black & white contrasting photos and collage. As a history 
buff, I like the format of a decade-by-decade history of the 
fire department. However, many of the photos that had been 
pulled from so long ago seemed to reproduce kind of rough. 
Plus, there wasn’t a lot of color except on the back and front 
covers. 

Continued from pAGE 3

r o UTINE, DAILY, 
1ST pLACE
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  S  pecialSections
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Website

  S  weepstakesWinners

Daily

1. Corpus Christi Caller-Times - Tough competition 
but Caller.com is easily the best newspaper website I’ve ever 
seen. Difficult to decide the 2nd thru 4th place winners, all 
very nicely done. Common drawback among most of the sites 
is text that’s too small for the average adult and especially for 
older adults.
2. Lubbock Avalanche-Journal - I like that it’s easy 
to see the top stories as well as the most recent stories. I love 
the category labels on each top story. Love the layout. clean. 
Don’t like the immovable sections down below... can’t per-
sonalize the layout based on preferences :(
3. Odessa American - Nice layout! Great use of color. 
Easy to navigate, can easily tell which are top stories. how-
ever: text is WAY WAY too small, especially the headline text 
under “News” section, etc.
4. Galveston County Daily News - Great mix of con-
tent, but text too small on the site and it’s to hard to tell what 
the top “NEWS” really is. Kinda overly flashy.

Semiweekly

1. Decatur, Wise County Messenger - Great content! 
Lots of entry points! Great layout and use of color. Love the 
way the headlines and story intros are in small boxes instead 
of lines of text. Really helps break up the page and draw the 
viewer in.
2. Granbury, Hood County News - Tons of great 
content but layout is too busy, feels cluttered. hard to know 
where to look first, second, etc.

3. Beeville Bee-Picayune - Nice layout for what is there 
but not a whole lot of variety of content on the home page.
4. Pasadena Citizen - Text is far too small on the regular 
headlines sections.

Weekly A

1. Woodville, Tyler County Booster - I love this 
site. The layout is clean and aesthetically pleasing. I like the 
splash and top stories on the home page. There’s great use of 
space throughout the site, and it’s easy to navigate. My only 
critiques are if there’s a photo gallery section, I couldn’t find 
it. Also, the story font is a tad small. Otherwise, great site!
2. Houston, Jewish Herald-Voice - Love the homep-
age layout. It’s got a lot of content but doesn’t feel cluttered. 
The story hierarchy is apparent throughout the site. I also love 
the style of the HS sports stars on the bottom. Overall, this is 
a pleasant site to browse, easy to navigate. I would like to see 
more photos (especially in the Life Cycle section) and videos. 
The site does a great job at embodying Jewish culture, but I 
would love to *see* more!
3. Kyle/Buda, Hays Free Press - I like the use of 
space throughout the site, although some of the inside pages 
could use some extra development (ex, Weather). Otherwise, 
it’s very easy to navigate, fonts are a good size and style, 
social media presence is there and there appears to be plenty 
of photos and videos. 
4. Navasota Examiner - I love this site! Something 
weird is happening at the bottom of the homepage under the 
videos section, though. The sections are very simple, and 
there are some large areas of white space throughout. I really 
like the overall aesthetic and navigation (secondary nav. bar). 

Weekly B

1. Glen Rose Reporter - When I first opened the site, I 
loved the photo sidebars. It’s not a common theme, it’s centric 
to the newspaper’s audience... but as I scrolled down and tried 
to read the tiny headlines, they became visually overwhelm-
ing. That along with the awkward white space at the bottom 
of the home page are my chief complaints. I think slightly 
larger headlines could fix the sidebar issue though. Also, the 
photos page looks like it needs a fourth column.  Aside from 
those things, I enjoy the clean layout. Everything is easy to 
find, the stories are easy to read, and there’s a wealth of in-
formation and multimedia. I also like the drop-down sections 
from the nav. bar!
2. Liberty Hill Independent - Clean layout - easy to 
read and navigate. Someone should fix the index at the bot-
tom of the homepage. Nice use of multimedia, and I like the 
strong social media presence. Overall, good site.
3. Albany News - I like the clean design. It’s easy to navi-
gate, but it’s a bit bland. I like the visible social media pres-
ence. I think the PDF editions look great, but in drop-down 
menu at the bottom they should be ordered with the latest at 
the top of the list. Also, there should be a standard photo size 
for the stories. Eventual videos could help round out the site a 
bit more. 
4. Clarendon Enterprise - Home page looks nice. 
Clean, simple design. Inside pages could use more visual 
elements. Would like to see multimedia and social media 
presence.

Division 2
1. Corpus Christi Caller-Times - 625 points
2. Odessa American - 350 points
3. Victoria Advocate - 350 points
4. Clute, Facts - 325 points

Division 3 
1. Athens Daily Review - 600 points
2. Herald-Banner, Greenville  - 450 points
3. Brownwood Bulletin - 375 points
4. Seguin Gazette-Enterprise - 300 points

Division 4 
1. Decatur, Wise County Messenger - 900 points
2. Granbury, Hood County News - 800 points
3. Beeville Bee-Picayune - 425 points
4. La Grange, Fayette County Record - 300 points

Division 5
1. El Campo Leader-News - 450 points
2. Round Rock Leader - 375 points
3. Copperas Cove Leader-Press - 350 points
4. Kilgore News Herald - 350 points
  
Division 6 
1. Port Aransas South Jetty - 450 points
2. Fredericksburg Standard-Radio Post - 350 points
3. Dallas, Park Cities People - 350 points
4. Houston, Jewish Herald-Voice - 300 points

Division 7
1. Kyle/Buda, Hays Free Press - 575 points
2. Mineola Monitor - 425 points
3. Cuero Record - 300 points
4. Pearsall, Frio-Nueces Current - 300 points

Division 8
1. Lakeway, Lake Travis View - 525 points
2. Aledo, Community News - 350 points
3. Pilot Point Post-Signal -325 points
4. Iowa Park Leader - 275 points
  
Division 9
1. Albany News - 550 points
2. Sachse News - 350 points
3. Princeton Herald - 325 points
4. Farmersville Times - 275 points
  
Division 10 
1. Big Lake Wildcat - 475 points
2. Eldorado Success - 400 points
3. Clarendon Enterprise - 300 points
4. Ozona Stockman - 300 points
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2013 Contestants and Corresponding Divisions

In alphabetical order

Albany News - 9
Aledo,  Community News - 8
Alice Echo-News Journal - 5

Anahuac,  Progress - 9
Andrews County News - 5

Anson,Western Observer - 8
Aransas Pass Progress - 8
Athens Daily Review - 3

Austin, Westlake Picayune - 9
Azle News - 6

Bandera Bulletin - 8
Bastrop Advertiser - 5

Bay City,  Bay City Tribune - 5
Baytown Sun - 2

Beeville Bee-Picayune - 4
Belton Journal - 6

Big Lake Wildcat - 10
Boerne Star  - 4

Borger News-Herald - 3
Bowie News - 5

Breckenridge American - 5
Brookshire,  Times Tribune - 10

Brownwood Bulletin - 3
Bullard Banner News - 10

Burleson Star - 5
Caldwell, Burleson County Tribune - 6

Cameron,  Cameron Herald - 8
Castroville News Bulletin - 8

Cedar Park, Hill Country News - 6
Center,  Light & Champion - 5

Chandler & Brownsboro Statesman - 10
Clarendon Enterprise - 10
Cleveland Advocate - 6

Clifton, Clifton Record - 7
Clute,  Facts - 2

Columbus, Colorado County Citizen - 7
Cooper Review  - 9

Coppell Citizens’ Advocate - 6
Copperas Cove, Leader Press - 5
Corpus Christi, Caller-Times - 2

Corsicana Daily Sun - 3
Cuero Record - 7

Daingerfield,  Steel Country Bee - 8
Dallas, Park Cities People - 6

Decatur, Wise County Messenger - 4
Del Rio News-Herald - 3

Denton Record-Chronicle - 2
Deport Times-Blossom Times - 10

DeSoto, Focus Daily News - 2
Dublin,  Dublin Citizen - 8

Dumas, Moore County News-Press - 5
Eagle Lake Headlight - 8

Edna, Jackson County Herald-Tribune - 6
El Campo Leader-News - 5

Eldorado Success - 10
Elgin Courier - 8

Fairfield, Freestone County Times - 7
Farmersville Times - 9

Ferris,  Ellis County Press - 9
Floresville, Wilson County News - 6

Fort Stockton Pioneer - 7
Fredericksburg, Standard-Radio Post - 6

Galveston County Daily News - 2
Glen Rose Reporter - 8
Goldthwaite Eagle - 7
Gonzales Inquirer - 5
Graham Leader - 5

Granbury, Hood County News - 4
Greenville, Herald-Banner - 3

Hearne, Robertson County News - 7
Henderson Daily News - 3

Hico News Review - 9
Houston, Jewish Herald-Voice - 6

Ingram, West Kerr Current - 9
Iowa Park Leader - 8

Irving, Rambler Newspapers - 7
Jasper,  Jasper Newsboy  - 9

Karnes City,  Karnes Countywide - 7
Kerrville Daily Times - 2

Kerrville, Hill Country Community Journal - 6
Kilgore News Herald - 5

Kingsville Record & Bishop News - 5
Kyle / Buda, Hays Free Press - 7

La Grange, Fayette County Record - 4
Lakeway, Lake Travis View - 8

Lamesa Press Reporter - 5
Lampasas Dispatch Record - 5

Laredo Morning Times - 2
Liberty Hill,  Liberty Hill Independent - 10

Liberty,  Vindicator - 8
Llano,  Llano News - 7

Lubbock Avalanche-Journal - 2
Lufkin Daily News - 2
Lytle, Leader News - 7

Lytle, Medina Valley Times - 7
Madisonville Meteor - 9

Marble Falls,  Highlander - 4
Marfa,  Big Bend Sentinel - 7

Marlin Democrat - 8
Meridian Tribune - 8

Mexia News - 5
Mineola Monitor - 7

Mount Vernon Optic-Herald - 7
Muenster Enterprise - 9
Muleshoe Journal - 10
Murphy Monitor - 10

Nacogdoches Daily Sentinel - 2
Navasota,  Navasota Examiner - 7

Odessa American - 2
Olney Enterprise - 9

Ozona Stockman - 10
Pampa News - 3

Paris, Paris News - 2
Pasadena, Pasadena Citizen - 5

Pearsall, Frio-Nueces Current - 7
Perryton Herald - 5

Pilot Point Post-Signal - 8
Pittsburg Gazette - 8

Pleasanton Express - 6
Port Aransas South Jetty - 6

Post Dispatch - 10
Presidio, Presidio International - 10

Princeton Herald - 9
Red Oak Record - 10
Rockdale Reporter - 6
Rosebud News - 10

Round Rock Leader - 5
Rusk, Cherokeean Herald - 6

Sachse News - 9
Sealy,  Sealy News - 8

Seguin Gazette-Enterprise - 3
Silsbee Bee - 6

Smithville Times - 9
Springtown Epigraph - 9

Taylor Daily Press - 3
Three Rivers,  Progress - 7

Timpson & Tenaha News - 10
Uvalde Leader-News - 4
Van Alstyne Leader - 10
Vernon Daily Record - 3

Victoria Advocate - 2
Wharton Journal-Spectator  - 5

Whitehouse, Tri County Leader - 9
Whitney, Lake Whitney Views - 10

Winnie,  Hometown Press - 9
Woodville, Tyler County Booster - 6

Wylie,  Wylie News - 6
Yorktown News-View - 9


